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Jie Falling of Jie Leaves 


{he summer is past and autumn is 


here. The earliest “frost has given to the 
woods below hues of beauty, such as heaven 
lendeth to its bow.” The magic touch of 
Nature, like that of a highly skilled artist, 
has with deftness splashed endless tints of 
color upon the once green leaves. But their 
beauty fades too soon. In a little while they 
darken and fall to earth. 


And then man’s work begins. He must 
rake them into piles to burn or bury them. 
Of the burning leaves another has written, 


“IT wonder when we burn those leaves 
And golden flames leap high, 
Could they be trying to return 
Their brilliance to the sky?” 


But there is fun in it, too. Can’t you 
imagine the fun which the teen-age boys on 
our cover picture are looking forward to as 
they rake the leaves and pile them for burn- 
ing? It’s work, yes, but it’s so much fun 
that it does not seem like work at all. 


The work of burning fallen leaves is but 
a symbol of the work that begins again in 
earnest in the fall. Lazy summertime is a 
time of play and pleasure for most young 
people. School is out and their time is their 


own to do with as they choose. Some choose 
to invest it in remunerative employment; 
others while away the sunny hours day 
after day in pursuits that but please their 
own ever changing fancy. But fall brings 
work time, whether one is in school or if 
he simply returns to the regular pursuits 
of more serious living, for even those who 
must work do so in summertime with a 
lightheartedness that befits the season. 


So it’s down to work with a will now 
that autumn is here. The pace of activity 
at Church, Sunday School and Luther 
League quickens. The program for youth, 
which, in many places stops entirely in the 
hot weather, in others slows down consider- 
ably, now goes into full swing again. 


There’s a job for you at Church, Sunday 
Schoo! and Luther League. It may not be 
a matter of raking leaves, but it will be just 
as much fun. It will be vastly more import- 
ant to your own life and its continued de- 
velopment. Have you sought and found your 
place? The job is so big that there is ample 
opportunity for all to have a real share. 
In fact, the task is so large that unless we 
all do our part, the whole task will not be 
done. 


IN THIS 


ISSUE 


Cee nn eee een —————L—SSS ee 


uher Falling of the Leaves 2... 2. eae. 0. 25°. ss 1 
Wie tlre INIA! soodcoa05505 Baoumoe po emedoo room) 2 
Lutheran Prospects in Russia ....... fea ed as 4 
Bibles Gross2word Puzzle ............->.----..-- 6 
leiweren (WE Tite, NEI Counc 0 ome cOmouO gmccmo ogo 7 
WeifenService.in’ October ..-....-..0 0820-2 - 2s 8 
Ther Swapesbop qacss-e56.2--0- 2624s eres oe 9 
Why I Am A Lutheran ........----- 000s sees 10 
Slovak Lutheran Youth Live! ..........  -+++-- 12 
Elallow eceneisxolicuas merrier tel= oe eis “ciate to 14 
Program for Young Adults 

15 


Lutheran Prospects in Russia ........---++-++ 


Programs for Young People 
The Church at Work 


October 5—-More Than Half Need It— 
Wihatl. ee errno reinusesineistn sca 16 
October 12—Binding Up Humanity’s 
Wounds 7 eutectic = SiS pans, cha 17 


October 19——The Part Church Papers Play ..18 
October 26—Lutheranism 430 Years Later 


CER W EAR) 25.62 boa Ocoee 8 Gace 19 
Agere Speed! Gis Irae) oo oc coco bnaoencuoouseece 22 
ether INGede Goocoveaebdbounbonvo0ed ssoauue 23 
Composite 
Givers of Special Gifts 
a eS eee 24 


Book-of-the-Month Selections for October 


We rere relive! 


By RALPH 


Editor’s Note: The writer of this article—Dr. Ralph W. 


Loew, Pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Buffalo, N. Y., was the 
Luther League of America’s official observer at the Lutheran 


Youth Rally held in connection with the recent Lutheran World 
Federation assembly at Lund, Sweden. Dr. Loew, an ardent 
young people’s worker, was the youngest member of the United 
Lutheran Church’s official delegation to Lund. 


HE conclusion of the Lutheran World Federation 

meeting at Lund, Sweden, on July 6 was just what 

it should have been. From June 30 on, the delegates 

from thirty nations had been counselling together 
concerning the momentous problems confronting Pro- 
testantism’s largest church. No Protestant group has suf- 
fered more, or felt the tensions of war, and the heartaches 
of hatred as has the Lutheran Church. Now a week has 
passed and each delegate and visitor was aware that the 
most amazing fact of Lund was that we had held this meet- 
ing. Voices had been lifted from all the continents. Now 
it was Sunday night, and the young people gathered for a 
meeting. It was as though we were saying, “This has been 
a great week of deliberation. We will hope and plan and 
work. But what these young people do about it will matter 
most.” 


A group of Luther Leaguers and Lutheran students 
from America, on their way to the World Conference of 
Christian Youth at Oslo, Norway, had spent the week at 
Lund. They were the only delegation of young people pres- 
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delegates. Their intelligent spirit, their air of vitality, their 
helpfulness as they bicycled around town on numerous er- 
rands, their laughter and healthfulness contributed greatly 
to the spirit of the week. As one Swedish delegate said, 
“Up to this moment I have thought of the Lutheran World 
Federation as an assembly of the great. Now I have seen 
some of the people. We must have more of this.” And the 
American youth echoed it by saying that this was to them 
their most vital church experience. 


However, this article was to have been the story of the 
Youth Night at Lund. It was held, where most of the: 
sessions had met, in the great hall of the University build- 
ing. It is a beautiful room with a balcony on which have. 
been engraved the names of the great of Lund’s history. 
On Sunday evening the room was crowded to capacity, 
with many standing as young people from Lund and the: 
surrounding area, delegates to the convention and visitors: 
came for this closing meeting. Presiding was a young: 
clergyman from Southern Sweden, Pastor Ingemar Lind-. 
stam, who had graciously assumed the responsibility of: 
convening those interested in this session. He was a charm-: 
ing presiding officer who took this crowded room through 
the hurdles of the language difficulty. Most of those present: 
could understand Swedish or English. At least, the Swedish: 
was predominant. Some there were who could understand: 
only German. So the brief addresses were mimeographeds 
in various languages and quick translations were made of: 
interspersed remarks and the whole program went off withi 
dispatch and verve. 


Pastor Bela Lesko of Hungary echoed the theme of the: 


ent, and marked something of an innovation as far as our 
world conventions go. They were a fine group, and they 
will constitute one of the most vivid memories of all of the 


evening. “We are alive,” he said to this audience, “and 
this is the message we wish to bring to the Lutheran World 
Federation.” In a sense that is what each of these speakers: 


Dr. G. Elson Ruff, Editor of The Lutheran, 
reports that the two persons pictured here 
together made the greatest human interest story 
to come out of Lund. 


It appears that a group of eager youth were 
so thrilled by the words of Dr. Hans Lilje, 
recently made Bishop of Hanover, Germany, 
and formerly Executive Secretary of the Luther- 
an World Convention, at the outbreak of the 
war, that they pressed upon him in informal 
situations to hear more of his story. 


At a dramatic point in one of these con- 
versations, Otto Bremer inquired of Dr. Lilje, 
What was your most trying experience during 
the war?” Dr. Lilje was not a bit hesitant as 
he responded, “The time when the Americans 
bombed the Alexander Platz in Berlin so 
terrifically. Being one of the prisoners of the 
Nazi state at that time, I was not permitted 
to go down into the bomb shelter for safety. 
Chat night was one of terror for me.” 


Bombing the Alexander Platz brought back 
memories to Mr. Bremer, so he asked Dr. 
Lilje exactly when it was. When Dr. Lilje 
answered, Otto responded, ‘I was in the force 
bombing Berlin and the Alexander Platz that 
night.” Laconically but meaningfully Dr. Lilje 
replied, “Thank you for missing me.” 


HANS LILJE 
OTTO BREMER 
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was saying, out of the rich background of study, suffering, 
thought, and struggle which typified the country repre- 
sented. Miss Vivian Wickey, who is certainly carrying on 
the tradition of both her family and her church in a sterling 
way, echoed that for America. “We are alive to our op- 
portunities and our challenge.’ She told of the active 
Luther Leagues, the great student meetings, the programs 
of events and of the conferences being held by American 
Lutheran youth. She outlined some of the great programs 
which have commanded the thought and the gifts of Amer- 
ican church folk. What she said was that American Luther- 
an youth are alive, sensitively alive, to the needs and re- 
sponsibilities of a world program. One hoped that our 
entire youth program might be alive to it, that we might 
fully recognize what a luxury of security and time still 
remains with American youth. 


The same thing was emphasized by Hans Gensichen 
of Hanover, Germany, who told of the frightful struggle of 
German youth who have known nothing in their lives but 
the drumming of military hatreds and suffering, and who 
will spend their lives trying to live down the evils of these 
years. Pastor Aubrey Bowen, Wittenberg graduate and 
outstanding leader of. our church’s work in British Guiana, 
spoke for the youth of his country. Miss Hemalatha John, 
attractive young Professor of Biology from India, whose 
garb attracted notable attention from all of the local resi- 
dents of Sweden, picked up the same theme as she spoke of 
the dreams and hopes of her people in these very important 
years of struggle. Dr. Herbert Kramm of England brought 
witness to the work of the Lutheran Church in England 
as it works with the young men who are war prisoners 
there. These are the men who are still in prison camps, 
men who have necessarily been behind barbed wire for 
four years, 150,000 of them Lutheran. Pastor Sven Borre- 
gaard of Denmark spoke of the problems confronting Dan- 
ish and Scandinavian youth as they face the tensions and 
demands of this present age. 


I have listed these speakers briefly so that you might 
catch something of the whole picture. There they were: 
The German theological student had fought on every front. 
The Danish young man had been in a country occupied by 
Germany and where there are deep resentments of occupa- 
tion days. The Swedes were neutrals and that has occa- 
sioned problems in these war-torn countries. The Amer- 
icans had seen it all from afar and had all of the vital 
initiative of American young people. What did this meet- 
ing really mean? 


This is only a personal impression, but this is what it 
meant to me. Here were the inheritors of yesterday’s tragic 
war; each in his own way would have to see it through. 
The American young people were energetic and resourceful. 
Because of the program of Luther Leagues and Lutheran 
Student work, they felt that they were really a part of the 
life of their church. The Germans faced a terrific struggle— 
personally within themselves, and as they faced the world. 
Those of our younger churches now crying for a voice, 
whose flaming nationalism now finds its expression in a 
new desire to state itself in the life of the church, were 
bringing a new side to our thinking of our church. It was 
really a world church, and they were facing the responsi- 
bility of keeping it that way. The young people of Hun- 
gary, of the Balkans, and of the Baltics, where the intense 
tensions of European politics are so keenly felt, are almost 
mystics as they think of their faith and of the inner strength 
it can give them for these days. 


Our American Lutheran youth caught all of this. Their 
vital program must be kept that way, for they have some- 
thing of a sense of real sharing in the life and thinking of 
their church that must be kept for the world. They need 
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Miss Vivian Wickey was one of the three delegates to the 
WCCY at Oslo who was present at Lund for the LWF. She 
spoke in behalf of Lutheran youth in America at the rally. 


to keep the world-mindedness they have found at Lund. 
We saw some of them chatting one night with Bishop 
Hans Lilje of Germany, catching all of the vigor of this 
great resistance leader and outstanding evangelical hero. He 
had known the youth of the world before the war, and he 
had suffered through the war. Our young people were 
seeing what it means to have a faith and keep it. They 
heard Bishop Berggrav, and they met personally the many 
other heroes of our great church. They must have come 
home with continents in their minds and with the desire 
to keep every church program filled with that sensitivity. 
But more than all else, they have caught a new meaning 
of their faith. Being a Lutheran wasn’t just being denomi- 
national, at least not here. It wasn’t a selfish, narrowed 
pride, but a sense of being the inheritor and the present 
steward of a burning faith. As Bishop Berggray stated it, 
“Our theology gave us strength for our struggle and our 
struggle showed us the greatness of our theology.” 


These young people should have ploughed deep, and 
it is this that comes straight out of Lund to our Luther 
Leagues at home. These representatives of various conti- 
nents were standing there telling each other what they are 
doing in this kind of a world. They were testifying to each 
other, giving a report to the world. These were the things 
they believed; this is what they wanted to achieve. I won- 
dered how many of them would be coming as delegates to 
some future Lutheran World Federation, how many of 
them would mark the date of Lund as the time of the 
strengthening of their religious faith. You can’t report 
activity alone to a sallow-faced young man who comes 
walking out of the prison house of some of Europe and 
who says to you, “We are alive.’ You have to share with 
him the faith that made that activity, the strength that 
breathed through it and the hope that fired it. It was this 
all of us caught at Lund, and it is this that these Luther 
Leaguers will be bringing home to share with their friends. 
We are alive, and, Christ helping us, we shall keep that 
faith alive and in circulation. 


Three 


By SAMUEL TREXLER 


PHOTO BY PHILIP GENDREAU, N. Y. 


Q USSIA is a mysterious and fascinating land, made 
more so still by the scant knowledge the Western 
world has of it. Under the Czars it was a fairy 
story to the child mind; under the Commissars it 

represents the grim determination of an oppressed people 

to come out into the light and joy of the world. Before 

World War I, the royalty of Russia was represented by 

Dukes and Grand Dukes at all the capitols and resorts of 

Western Europe. Behind each of them, serving them, 

were endless peasants and serfs slavishly bending before 

them. After World War I, the Russian soldier of the de- 
funct armies could be seen prowling over the battle fields, 
seeking food and shelter, but he was always long suffering 
and patient. Within 25 years the total picture has changed. 

From a chaotic mass of humanity in 1918, the U.S.S.R. has 

come out as one of the two world-powers of the present. 

No country but the U.S.A. is a match for her in resources 

and man-power. In some of these Russia even now has 

the advantage. The rank and file of American citizens are 
more intellectually alert and better trained at present, but 

Russia is fast catching up with us even in this respect. 


Russia has the largest area in the world under one 
fag, comprising one sixth of the world’s territory. The 
waters of the Atlantic and the Pacific now lap its shores. 
In latitude it goes from the luxurious tropics to the barren 
lands of the frozen North. There is boundless wealth of 
fertile soil, and under the earth there is a like measure of 
oil and mineral treasures. The vastness of this wealth is 
unknown, but with the new courage and determination 
stirred since World War II, the Russians are going forth 
to possess it. These two hundred million Russians are 
proud of their country and no effort is spared to develop 
its resources. This great land has been buffeted to and 
fro through the centuries by many a conqueror. At times 
Poland and Sweden on the West, and the Tartans and 
Japan on the East, gained the supremacy. Germany in 
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\World War I readily disposed of the Russian armies, and 
nothing less was expected of the Nazi war machine in 
World War II. It has been one of the unforgivable 
offenses of the American press, according to Ilya Ehren- 
burg, that it predicted that the Nazi armies would wade 
through Russia like a cheese knife. However, 1942 and 
Stalingrad proved the contrary. Since then the Russians 
have never been defeated. The Soviet sacrificed fifteen 
million of her subjects and untold property, yet today she 
stands before the world a victor. 


Religion in Russia 


Of the religion of the Russians, Sir Bernard Pares the 
English authority on Russia recently wrote, after a life 
time of study, “Russia remains the most religious country 
of Europe”. They are possessed of a mysticism which is 
unknown in Western Europe and America. This may ac- 
count for the almost legendary account of the conversion 
of Russia to Christianity under Vladimir in the year 998. 
The Emperor interested in Christianity had sent out ten 
boyars in order to examine the rites of the various 
Churches. His envoys were captivated by the splendid rites 
they had witnessed in the Church of San Sophia in Con- 
stantinople. When they reported, the Emperor himself 
was baptized and took Basil as his name. Thereupon the 
citizens of the ancient city of Kiev also were ordered to 
assemble on the banks of the Dneiper to be baptized. 
Basil was on his knees praying and thanking God, while 
the clergy standing on floats, administered the sacred rite 
to the people. The practical result was the building of 
many Churches and monasteries, and the adoption of elab- 
orate rites and ceremonies to which the people clung, 
quite forgetful of their own poverty and suffering. The 
Church for centuries remained close to the hearts of the 
people. When the ruling classes desired to buttress their 
position, they courted the favor of the Church leaders 
until these two powers became practically one. When, 
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however, the era of the Czars came to its end in 1917, to 
its end came also the visible Church. 

When I visited Russia in the winter of 1934, I at first 
bitterly resented the destruction of the Church, but on 
further reflection, I could really understand the reason for 
this. However, the Church has been kept alive during these 
years largely at the knees of Russian mothers. The Nazis 
attacked Russia in June of 1941, When during the next 
year the people of Russia suffered sorrow and death almost 
beyond endurance, the spirit of the people cried out to 
their rulers and the Church was restored. The activities 
of the Militant League of Atheists were then softened and 
the Churches were again opened to worshippers. On Sep- 
tember 12, 1943, in the presence of the Russian bishops and 
the Arch-bishop of York (Church of England) Patriarch 
Sergei was enthroned as head of the Church of Moscow 
and of all Russia. Two Commissars were appointed to 
direct the affairs of the Church, G. G. Karpov for the 
Orthodox Church, and I. V. Poliansky for the non-ortho- 
dox religions in the U.S.S.R. 


The Lutheran Church Enters 


Upon the Russian scene, soon after the Reformation 
of 1517, came the Lutheran Church, and at times during 
the past four centuries this church has been second to 
none save the official Greek Orthodox. It has been out- 
standing in numbers, in leadership and in institutions. This 
came about not so much by missionary effort and propa- 
ganda, as through the simple method of migration, fre- 
quently through the invitation of the Czars. From neigh- 
boring countries—Finland, Sweden, Poland, Germany, as 
well as from the Baltic provinces—came artisans, archi- 
tects, scientific men, and farmers. The first congregation 
to be organized was Sts. Peter and Paul in Moscow in 
1576. This congregation continued its work with tragic 
interruptions until 1935. In the previous year I had visited 
the distraught Pastor Strek and his people and had learned 
of their despair. In the following year the Pastor was 
“liquidated” and the tenuous life of the congregation was 
snuffed out. Their noble edifice in the heart of Moscow is 
now occupied by a Baptist congregation, which apparently 
is thriving. St. Petersburg (now Leningrad) early became 
a stronger center of the Lutheran Church. Especially did 
this transpire as Peter the Great (1682-1725) moved his 
capital to the Banks of the Neva. The congregation of 
St. Peter’s Church on the Neyski Prospekt was organized 
in 1710 and became a mighty force. In 1934 during my 
visit, Pastor Reichert gathered the four remaining Luth- 
eran Pastors for a conference with me. The glory of the 
congregation had departed, but they presented me with the 
History of St. Peter’s in a volume of four hundred pages 
filled with the names and pictures of leaders of Russia for 
200 years. This was a church rich in schools and institutions 
of mercy. It did more as a congregation than many Synods 
in America ever attempt. At the last report, made through 
relief workers, there still was a skeletal work being carried 
on in this historic church. 


; However, the greatest impulse to immigration came 
through Catherine the Great (1762-1796). Herself a Ger- 
man, she invited at various times a total of 300,000 Germans 
to settle in the fertile valley of the Volga, which quickly 
resulted in thriving agricultural areas, cities and industrial 
centers. For more than two centuries they lived and worked 
there. Their homeland was threatened in 1914, but it was 
not until after the Nazi attack in 1941 that they moved 
to the Altai section of Siberia. Reports tell of two score 
pastors going with them. The knowledge of this group is 
very scant, although refugees from there bring occasional 
word, Lenin proudly acknowledged that his mother was 
one of these Volga Lutherans and he credits whatever he 
possesses to his mother. This group was responsible for 
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strong Parishes in Odessa, Kiev, Saratov and other centers 
besides large rural congregations. 

The Church was not formally recognized 
until 1832 when an elaborate statement of agreements be- 
tween Church and State adopted. The empire 
divided into Consistories which. in turn were subject to 
the General Consistory in St. Petersburg. Before World 
War I there were approximately five million Lutherans in 
the territory now comprising Russia, of which two million 
belonged to the Baltic States. Here also was the Church’s 
one great University, Dorpat, which trained all the pastors. 
Such a body of believers (as many as exist in the United 
States today) should have contributed untold spiritual 
wealth to the Russian people. Unfortunately there were 
enemies without—jealousy and hatred of these “foreign 
heretics’—and within there was a totally inadequate min- 
istry. Large parishes were given scant care. Then came 
the War of 1914 and the overthrow of the Czar in 1917. 
The Church was paralyzed. Bishop Freifeldt died in 1923. 
In June 1924 the government gave the remaining pastors 
leave to convene a General Lutheran Synod in Moscow. 
Two new Bishops were elected—Theophilus Meyer as pri- 
mate and C. Arthur Malmgren, official representative of the 
Church abroad and supervisor of theological training. 


Lutheran 


Was Was 


In 1921 Doctor John A. Morehead went into Russia 
to administer the aid of the National Lutheran Council. 
There still will be some who remember Bishop Meyer’s 
moving appeal to the first Lutheran World Convention at 
Fisenach in 1923 for his starving fellow believers in Russia, 
whom he then estimated at over a million. No one can 
picture the struggles and suffering of our Church in Russia 
during that next decade. Bishop Meyer died in Moscow 
in 1934 and late that year I visited his g ave in the German 
Cemetery. Bishop Malmgren struggled to maintain the 
Theological School in Leningrad, the School for which 
Doctor Morehead had enlisted so many American friends, 
but in spite of this aid the Seminary closed in 1934. I was 
present to witness the dying gasps. Bishop Malmgren left 
Russia on account of his health and settled in Leipsic, 
Germany. Nine months ago I had a letter from him in 
which he sadly acknowledged that in 1936 the organized 
Lutheran Church came to the end of her life in Russia, and 
that the seven remaining pastors were arrested and de- 
ported. That was the official end of a great Church, but 
unofficially there now come reports of life in various parts 
of the Soviet, living embers that may again be fanned into 
flame. For example, reports from Moscow indicate that 
the Baltic Lutherans plan a visit to Patriarch Sergei to seek 
a closer cooperation. 


The Future of the Lutheran Church 


This will depend largely upon the political relations 
of the countries in the West with Russia. For this reason 
then; as well as many others, every effort must be put 
forth to secure such harmonious working together between 
the nations of the West with Russia as shall result in a 
peaceful world. During the war we were allied with one 
another. Now we must continue to work together for our 
own sakes as well as for the well being of the world. Fear 
and suspicion, fed from so many sources today, must give 
way to confidence and co-operation. Russia and the West 
must avoid anything that would destroy this relation. 
War-mongers and alarmists should be counted enemy num- 
ber one to world peace. There is ample ground for criti- 
cism on both sides and far too much stress is placed on 
this, but there is too little constructive value deriving from 
this procedure. 

As Christians we must make our profession vital and 
use our faith toward positive ends. Paul’s word to us still 
stands—to individual as well as to nation—‘Owe no man 
anything but to love one another.” 


Five 


This month our puzzle is based on 
the life and work of one of the greatest 
of the Old Testament prophets—lIsaiah. 
All references are to the book which 
bears his name. 

You were going to write the editor 
and let him know whether or not you 
liked these Bible crossword puzzles. 
Remember? He is anxious to know if 
you want him to plan their continu- 
ance in 1948. Sit down and write a 
postal now. The address will be found 
in the inside front cover. 


ACROSS 

1 “God will wipe away . . 
all faces” 25:8 

5 Isaiah saw a vision concerning... 
ie) 

10 “All like 
astray” 53:6 

11“... shall thy light break forth as 
the morning” 58:8 

13 “thou hast ..., None seeth me” 
47:1 


.s from off 


sheep haye gone 


14S ivenusaid sa Woe 1s)me. (625 

16 “Woe unto them that call 
good” 5:20 

18 Resident Magistrate (abbr.) 

19 “the . . . of violence is in 
hands” 59:6 

21 Highest point 

23; “Sie singylil xe ag ain . - 
fadeth” 1:30 

26 Kings (abbr.) 

27 “Say ye... the righteous, that it 
shall be well with him” 3:10 

28 Acidity (med.) 

29 Covers with icing 


their 


. Whose leaf 


ol... = ye; tor the day of the Lord is 
at hand” 13:6 
33“... ye the Lord while he may be 


found” 55:6 
36 Road (abbr.) 

37 “and he shall say, . 
39 “because I. . 
lips” 6:5 
40 “and . . . dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips” 6:5 
42 “and he shall bring down their . . .” 

Zoe 


so dl aya” F329 
. a man of unclean 


44 Inner Guard (abbr.) 

45 Isaiah was the son of... 1:1 

46 Soak flax 

47 “the earth shall be... of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord” 11:9 

49 “T am the Lord, and there . 

none else” 45:5 

50 Monkey ‘ 

91 “and the... shall wait for his law” 
42:4 

Japanese sash 

Intelligence Office (abbr.) 

Species of blackbirds 

“and his glory shall be . . 

thee” 60:2 
Senior (abbr.) 
“gyal Ine Giaill , . 
19:20 

61 “Look away from . 
bitterly” 22:4 

02m ees ni lenationael a4. 

63 Greek letter 

OAS Elemicneee 
588} 


oro ut 
wm & Go 


on 
nN 


. upon 


3) 
[e.¢) 


Ca Gm 


them a saviour” 


..; [ will weep 


. and rejected of men” 
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16) 


7 


8 
9 
10 


DOWN 
English Translation (abbr.) 
Exclamation used to attract 
tion 
“And the glory of the Lord shall 
be sxe 40%5 


atten- 


HOmMlntony ea a. Childmis) Dot: «O60 

Sand their works are ine the ee 
29:15 

Purpose 


Head (abbr.) 


/et thes~ . forsake his) way. 


EKEE\E 


ie 
c 
Z 


EREEN\ 


> 
w 


D> 
é 
> 
g 


The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz 
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 
Tsaiah 1:1 ; 


12 Nickel (abbr.) 

15 “We will walk in his . ..s” 2:3 

17 “to ... . the bands of wickedness” 
58:6 

200 tas) (contr) 

22 Dove’s call 


24 “For my thoughts . not your 
thoughts” 55:8 

25 Third tone of the scale 

30 “though they be red like ..., they 


shall be as wool” 1:18 
32 “though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as... as snow” 1:18 
34 “they shall mount up with wings as 
2840: 
35 Kilometer (abbr.) 
2) 


Sou behold wie haviere 
with silver” 48:10 


41 “In the year that king... 
saw also the Lord” 6:1 

AQ ‘© _. the Lord, call upon his names 
12:4 

43 “Who hath believed our...” 53:1 


44 “Woe unto the wicked! it shall be 
S with nine ool 


45 City of Babylon Josh 8:1 

48 Sugarworks factory in 
Indies 

Prefix denoting half 


? 
B) Cine me loyroynledate . 5 - 
slaughter” 53:7 


57 Eyes (Scot.) 
60 Doctor of Science (abbr.) 
62 Newspaper item 


thee, but not 


died I 


the West 


a lamb to the 


» which he saw concerning Judah and 


Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


@ Yes—our Luther League Missionary to China “made” 
her appointment with The General Gordon before sailing 
time July 25. So—Miss Ielene Ufkes will be in China, 
serving the Church for you and me, by the time you read 
these lines. 

Several persons have written to ask where they can 
send mail to her. That’s a swell idea. We hope many of you 
will write to her. Have members of your League write a 
sentence or two in a letter, on a banquet program, or a 
Youth Sunday program. 


Address such mail to 


Miss lelene Ufkes 
5 Cheng Yang Road 
Tsingtao, Shantung Province, China. 


@ Have you interviewed your Church Council about the 
Faith in Youth Offering? If you are president of your 
local Luther League and you do not present this matter to 
those officials of your congregation, -you are not only 
neglecting an important part of your work but you are 
also missing a real opportunity. 

One president reports that his Church Council not 
only received the request from the Luther League of 
America favorably but they said something like this, “If 
the National organization needs help with its finances, 
maybe our local Luther League needs some money too”. 
And they voted to make a small grant then and will place 
an item in the budget for the local youth program in 1948. 


You just never know—do you? 


© Nebraska Synod Luther League is Number 4 in the 
“Apportionment Paid in Full’ Column for 1947. This group 
has followed the Illinois League in paying more than their 
share. Their payments, through Treasurer Carol Munson, 
now total $298.92, which is $48.92 excess. Who will be 
next? 


® In answering that last question several groups could be 
No. 5. They are Indiana, Kentucky-Tennessee, Midwest 
Synod, Montana, Rocky Mountain, Texas, Virginia, and 
West Virginia. 

We are sure that every State and Synodical group 
which meets its apportionment in full before Youth Sunday 
is going to be a bit more proud than if they had to depend 
upon that special offering to put them over. 


® We are writing this column in mid-August (because 
there’s traveling to be done) and to date nearly 11,000 
copies of the Youth Sunday program, “From Discipleship 
to Leadership” have been mailed. Have you given us your 
order yet? Remember they are free for the asking. Re- 
member too, be prudent in your ordering—order only as 
many programs as you are quite sure you will need, no 
more. Paper is still hard to get and printing is costly. 


With each order of programs there is included three 
copies of the topic material, a poster and an envelope for 
reporting your service and mailing the offering directly 
to Luther League Headquarters in Philadelphia. This -plan 
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of mailing the offering is the one proposed by the Executive 
Board of the United Lutheran Church. 


® Youth Sunday posters are being mailed with the Parish 
Education Month poster to all pastors. There is one poster 
for every congregation in every parish. We hope that you 
Leaguers see to it that the Youth Sunday Poster is put 
up in a prominent place. Ask your pastor to let the League 
place it. Use it to promote your own meeting on Youth 
Sunday, September 21. 


® When you read these lines summer will be quite well 
gone. Summer you know is a very busy time for the Luther 
League of America. In these months (including September) 
all of you, except in Ohio, have had your Synodical or 
State conventions. For the first time since the war inter- 
rupted plans we will have had representatives in every one 
of these conventions. This has required a great deal of 
money, time and League loyalty. In addition to giving a 
representative to all of our conventions we have given 
leaders to five Leadership Camps and to nine Summer 
Schools. 


@ The Conference of Presidents will be held at Spring- 
held, Ohio, November 26-29, 1947. The Conference will 
open with an address by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President 
of the United Lutheran Church. Other leaders who will 
appear on the program are Dr. Clarence Stoughton, Stew- 
ardship Secretary and Rev. William Avery, Enlistment 
Secretary of the Parish and Church School Board. Dr. 
Stoughton will give a preview of the Stewardship Program 
for 1948 and 1949. Pastor Avery is to outline a program 
of extension for the Luther League. 


There will be several open forums on the program of 
the Luther League on the national, synodical or State and 
local levels. 


This conference, the first of its kind in the history of 
the Luther League of America, is to bring the presidents of 
the Synodical and State groups together for inspiration 
and information in order to strengthen the work among 
the youth of our church throughout the United States and 
Canada. The annual meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Luther League of America will meet prior to this 
Conference. 


® You will note that there are but 24 pages in this issue 
of The Review. This reduction in pages is made in order 
to attempt to bring the costs of our publications in line 
with our income. The way to restore these pages to the 
forthcoming issues is to get more subscriptions from among 
your members. One Leaguer said recently “The Review 
is so much better than it used to be. It is tops”. 


Another fellow said “I had not read The Review 
until this year. I understand that only a few of our 
Leaguers read it. Every member ought to be a subscriber 
and a regular reader of this fine magazine”. Sell this publi- 
cation to your members and help us maintain the high 
standard it has attained. 


Seven 


Life Service in October 


Hospitals 


What 7 Can De 


Pray for all those in need, especially for any- 
I know personally. \ 


e 

Visit some friend in need. 
e 

Send a gift to one in need. 
e 


Make a contribution to our Lutheran Welfare 
Society. 


e 
Increase my benevolent giving to my church. 
e 
Be a “good samaritan” at all times. 
) 
Prayerfully consider whether I have the talents 


for doctoring, nursing, social work, dia- 
conate, ministry. 
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“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 


ae y 
a» & ’ 
Orphanages 


What Our League Can Do 


Offer prayers for all who need special help. 
e 


Visit a hospital, old peoples home, orphanage, 
reformatory, prison, court session, or wel- 
fare headquarters.—conduct a worship 
service where desired. 


Make gifts for residents of orphanages or other 
institutions. 


Study the Social Missions program of our 
church and our congregation in particular. 


Confront the leaguers with the need for doc- 
tors, nurses, social workers, deaconesses, 
ministers, lay workers. 


ye have done it unto me.’’—Matthew 25:40 


Old Folks Homes 


Eight 


Relief 


Reform Schools and Prisons 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


; Our hostess in the SWAP SHOP this month is Miss Eleanor 
Sheets, a member of The Luther League of America’s important 
Education Committee. 


REETINGS! Greetings to you, Swap Shop readers, 

and greetings to autumn. It has been a fine summer, 

hasn’t it? All those Summer Bible Schools we at- 
tended, Luther [League Camping trips, the conventions, 
vacation tours, swimming parties—in fact all the things we 
did during the summer months. But now that those months 
have been torn off the calendar, or turned over, it’s time 
for us to pull our sweaters up around our necks and to take 
a peek into the cold, bleak winter months to see what's 
in store for us. Of course, those of you who live in the 
sunny south, or out California way, probably haven’t don- 
ned a sweater yet, but your calendar has winter months on 
it just like ours. 


October Plans 


October is a wonderful time to make winter plans. 
School has been in session almost a month and the adjust- 
ment from loafing to studying has been made (I hope), 


and everyone is ready to do some good, enthusiastic, crea-: 


tive Luther League work. What’s to do? Well, there’s 
Hallowe’en. Does that strike a happy note for you goblins 
and ghosts? What can be more fun on Hallowe’en Night 
than to take a trip to the country, to a barn in fact, and 
throw a big masquerade party in the proper setting—the 
smell of hay, fodder in the mow, jack-o-lanterns, apple 
cider, and cookies, not to mention the ghosts which are 
always lurking in the corners on such a night. Of course, 
there’ll be some pranks played, since that goes with Hal- 
lowe’en, but not destructive ones, I trust. 


You know, with autumn comes a rather melancholy, 
lonely feeling. The leaves on.the trees which have been 
green all summer now turn to brown and drop to the 
eround. The crops have been harvested and carried into 
the barn. Swimming pools and parks are closed until next 
summer. Everything seems to be a little bit dead. But it’s 
a perfect setting to write, to think, to create. Everything 
seems so still after all the noise and fun of summer vaca- 
tion. Now we take time to relax once more, and to slip 
back into our regular routine of work. Why not use this 
atmosphere which autumn casts about us to create some- 
thing which others will enjoy—to write a short story, a 
poem, or a program which can be shared with other 
leaguers. Be diligent, be original, be creative! Let’s use the 
talents which we have. That’s something which all Luther 
Leaguers possess—talents. Let’s not keep them hidden. 
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With the coming of autumn comes the opening of 
schools and a renewed desire for an education. Why not 
have such a desire to become better educated Lutherans, 
and to make a thorough study of the program of the United 
Lutheran Church in your Luther League. The Virginia 
Synodical Luther League had this desire, and a point was 
added to their Standard of Excellence asking that each year 
a program be given in each league on the Calendar of 
Causes of the United Lutheran Church. Last year a very 
interesting and inspirational program was prepared by one 
of the Virginia Leaguers and sent out to all the local 
leagues. Material can be secured from Headquarters which 
will help in the presentation of such a program. 


Getting New Members 


It’s time to start that campaign for new members. Dif- 
ferent plans have been used by different groups, but the 
important thing is that you start on a plan soon. Take 
inventory of your congregation and make a list of the 
young people who are of Luther League age but who are 
not members. Ask all the members and your pastor to 
report prospects that they might know. But don’t make 
this list and cast it aside. Use it. Check on it constantly. 
One of the best methods of getting these prospective 
members interested is the good old personal contact method. 
Let them know that you’re interested in them. Sell them 
on the idea of Luther League. Visit them, but you must 
be an enthusiastic visitor. Don’t give up if they don’t come 
on the first invitation. Keep trying. Some individuals need 
constant invitations. 

Publcity is another means of getting prospective mem- 
bers interested. Keep your Luther League and its program 
before them. The church bulletin is a good place for infor- 
mation about what’s going on in your league. Have some 
of your enthusiastic members to make announcements in 
the Sunday School class rooms concerning special programs. 
Give your artistic youths some work to do and keep posters 
on the bulletin board. Keep your bulletin board up-to-date. 
Use attractive announcements, newspaper clippings, snap- 
shots, and a schedule of leaders and topics. Try keeping in 
contact with the prospective members through corre- 
spondence. Write letters. Send cards. Send leaflets and 
copies of special programs. 

But the work, or the campaign isn’t over when the 
prospective members start coming and become members. 
Then you've got to start a campaign for better programs to 
keep ’em coming. You need good, high class programs. 
Careful planning, imagination, originality, research, and 
woik will do it. Let’s get them, let’s build better programs, 
then let’s keep them. 


Program Helps 


However original your Leaguers may be, they will 
need helps to aid them in keeping the Luther League mov- 
ing along. Our church-wide organization does much to give 
assistance to local Leagues in accomplishing this worth 
while objective. It publishes a monthly magazine and two 
quarterlies as tools for the doing of your task better. Does 
your League receive The Luther League Review in quan- 
tity sufficient to give every member a copy? That is highly 
desirable. Why not put on a vigorous subscription cam- 
paign now! Try to enlist the support of every Leaguer— 
whether he or she belongs to the high school or young 
people’s group. 

Of course, you will find helpful topics study material 
in The Review every month. You will want it for that. But 
there is so much more of interest to young people in it. 
It is their very own magazine. Each loyal Leaguer should 
be a reader. Look into the matter and plan a real campaign 
for subscribers. The Educational Secretary of your state 
or synodical organization will be glad to help you. The 
Philadelphia office may also be counted upon to help. 


Nine 


VU Tell You 


EFORE I can tell you why I 

am a Lutheran, the chances are 

that you’re saying to yourself, 

“T already know!” ‘Now that’s 
exactly the place to begin—with the 
familiar reasons that are likely to be 
given. Because these rather obvious 
reasons, as we shall shortly discover, 
are not the correct ones, 


Ten 


If I tell the person who recently 
questioned me why I am Lutheran, he 
is likely to say to himself—you are be- 
cause you were born one. Well, as a 
matter of fact, my parents were Lu- 
theran, and they were both brunettes. 
But whereas I inherited both religious 
convictions and color of hair, I have 
.the power—yes responsibility—of re- 


Why J Am 


maining or not remaining a Lutheran; 
but physical characteristics presumably 
will remain the same; unless I read 
too many persuasive ads! Incidentally, 
it’s a curious implication that there 
should be something wrong, or some- 
thing about which I should be ashamed, 
that my parents shared their religious 
thought and life with me. I should feel 
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ashamed only in one event, namely, 
that I merely inherited their religious 
habits and never thought them through 
and made them my own. 


“Well,” you’re now saying, “if it 
wasn’t birth, it was proximity, Some- 
time in your life your family lived near 
a Lutheran Church or parochial school, 
so... Right?” No. Nor would it be 
the correct answer if I had come into 
touch with Lutheranism in this way. 
For this would imply that I choose my 
religious convictions and practices on 
no more significant basis than, say, the 
theatre I happened to attend last week. 
A person should be given more credit 
than that. “All right’, you say, “if 
these aren’t the reasons, you must ad- 
mit that many persons—perhaps your- 
selfi—are Lutherans or Methodists or 
Episcopalians because they married in- 
to that part of the Church. Why, right 
peere in our block Mr..... ” Now, to 
be sure, many a husband or wife, espe- 
cially at the time of marriage, changed 
churches in order to have a religiously 
united family. Furthermore, they may 
have done so with great deliberation 
and following serious instruction and 
study, in which case the action might 
be commendable. It might have been 
the beginning of the first mature and 
vital practicing of one’s beliefs for such 
a husband or wife. But if this was the 
case—and here is the point at issue— 
then the marriage was merely the 
occasion, and not the cause of one’s 
becoming a Lutheran or a Methodist 
or an Episcopalian. The reason or 
cause was something other and much 
more important. But before we look 
into that point, let’s dispose of two 
more often-cited reasons. 


“I suppose you were led to become a 
Lutheran because of the impressiveness 
of its size or the effectiveness of its 
organization,” some will suggest. Again 
this is an understandable reason, but 
not a sufficient one. For while it is true 
that more than eighty-one million Lu- 
theran Christians round the world are 
almost as large a Church as all other 
Protestant bodies added together, that 
in itself is not a worthy reason for be- 
coming a Lutheran. If this were the 
only, or even the most important basis 


utherant 


of choice, then one might better be- 
come a member of the Greek Orthodox 
or of the Roman Catholic Church. 
There will be those who consider these 
portions of Christendom more effective 
and as wide-spread. The Lutheran 
Church exists in every nation of the 
world except in Ireland, the Roman 
Church exists there also! But that 
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would be a paltry reason, indeed, for 
making it the Church of one’s choice. 

Finally, I shall politely be informed 
by some of my discriminating friends 
that I probably am a Lutheran, in part 
at least, because of a taste for the 
greatest in religious music—that of 
Bach—and the most historically inspir- 
ing and moderate in Church worship— 
altars, vestments, prayers. As a matter 
of fact, of all the reasons cited, this 
comes closest to those of my heart, my 
feelings. But that in itself is not suffi- 
cient, for then I might as well have 
become an Episcopalian, and so the 
reason would be reduced to whim or 
accident. 

“All right,” you say, “let’s hear it— 
and it had better be good, for I am 
unconvinced now.” 


Well, to put it briefly, I am a Lu- 
theran first and primarily because I 
believe that the teaching and practice 
of Lutheranism is more accurately and 
adequately scriptural than is the teach- 
ing and practice of any Christian group 
I have observed and studied. There 
you have it! When I ask myself, as- 
suming that I decide to be a Christian 
and that I believe the Bible and teach- 
ing of Jesus should be the primary 
guide and standard, when I ask my- 
self, which of all the Christian churches 
most accurately expresses that faith 
and life in its creeds and practices, I 
am compelled on rational grounds to 
answer: The Lutheran Church. I find 
this body of Christians believing and 
teaching the same truths the world 
over—truths of nineteen hundred years 
testing—and I find that open-minded 
conservatism whose spirit and wisdom 
I believe I can trust to guide me and 
my children after me. Indeed, I even 
feel that in the Lutheran Church my 
children will be afforded the benefit of 
all that is sound and wholesome in the 
Greek and Roman Catholic and in 
other Protestant churches and so will 
have a peculiarly rich religious heri- 
tage from catechetical instruction on 
through life. 

There are at least two points that 
I have just made requiring further ex- 
planation. You may think it is pre- 
sumptuous to claim to be familiar with 
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the teaching of the major world reli- 
gions and the main bodies of Christen- 
dom and so to choose the Lutheran 
statement of the Christian faith. But 
any intelligent person can read. There 
are excellent texts on comparative re- 
ligion and reliable books on _ the 
churches and sects of Christendom, a 
careful reading of which will give ac- 


curate knowledge of the main doc- 
trines of every major religious group. 
When I compare the teachings of all 
Christian churches I am attracted in a 
compelling way by the scriptural con- 
tent, the superior clarity, and the prop- 
erly conceived goal of life as set forth 
in the particular creeds of the Luther- 
an Church. And if, in this age of Di- 
gests, one demands a brief summary, 
there is that gem of the ages—Lu- 
ther’s Small Catechism—which is avail- 
able the world over and is a superb 
brief statement concerning the truth of 
God and the Christian way of life. 


And now a word is necessary con- 
cerning the earlier reference to the age 
of the faith and life of Lutheranism. 
Contrary to what many allege, the 
faith and practice of Lutheranism was 
not born in revolt about four hundred 
years ago: rather it embodies the time- 
less truths enunciated by the apostles 
and the ancient Church, The centrality 
of the Bible, the Lord’s Supper in both 
kinds and for all people, worship in the 
language of the people, justification by 
faith—these doctrines and practices, are 
not new with the Reformation, they 
are the old characteristics of the orig- 
inal Christian Church. On the other 
hand, service in the Latin language, 
forced confession and celibacy order, 
worship of the Virgin Mary and the 
dogma of her immaculate conception, 
indulgences, the infallibility of the 
Pope—these are the novelties which 
have been added and are perversions 
of the original teaching of Jesus and 
the apostles. 


But listen! There are several things 
I did not say but which you may 
falsely impute to me. I didn’t say, nor 
do I believe at all, that the Lutheran 
Church is the only true Church and 
that no one will be saved who is not 
a member of that Church. As a Luther- 
an I am happy to pray and cooperate 
with other Christians, respecting their 
rights and practices and asking only 
that they respect mine. Again, in case 
you feel but are too discreet to say 
that you think my position is bigoted, 
let me assure you that I do not intend 
it to be so. You would not call Roose- 
velt bigoted because he believed in 
democracy rather than in any other 
form of government; nor would you 
call Ghandi bigoted because he is com- 
mitted to the principle of non-resist- 
ance. Indeed, you and I probably have 
more respect for the person who, on 
any great issue in life, has well-rea- 
soned convictions than you do for the 
person who can’t make up his mind on 
vital issues. The former is not bigoted 
but sensible; the latter not open- 
minded. And religion calls for commit- 
ment. 

So, briefly, this is the direction my 
answer takes if you ask why I am a 
Lutheran. What are the reasons for 
your religious faith? 


Eleven 


leader of the 


youth 
Lutheran Church in Slovakia, before the altar 
of his church in Ruzemberok. 


Pastor Joseph Juras, 


HE Slovak Lutheran Young 
People are organized in what 
is called “The Federation of 
Slovak Ey. Lutheran Young 

People. It has a membership of forty 
thousand, consisting of Sunday School 
groups, Intermediate and Senior young 
people. There is also an Association of 
Lutheran Students, which is a member 
of the Federation and closely cooper- 
ates with it. Two pastors serve as sec- 
retaries to the Federation and the Stu- 
dent Association, and carry on the full 
correspondence and _ organizational 
work beside their regular pastoral du- 
ties in their congregations The Youth 
Movement really needs four full-time 
secretaries if proper attention is to be 
given to this responsible part of the 
Church’s life, and it is to be hoped that 
financial means will be found to attain 
this goal. 


Origin of the Youth Movement 
in Slovakia 

At the end of the first world war, 
when the Austro-Hungarian dynasty 
crumpled and Czechoslovakia achieved 
its national freedom, Lutheran pastors 
and parochial teachers began to publish 
a monthly magazine, “The New Birth”, 
written especially for Lutheran Stu- 
dents. From this beginning the Luth- 
eran Youth Movement spread through- 
out the country. Local church groups 
were organized in village and city and 
were joined in the Slovak Ey. Luth- 
eran Youth Federation. About 1930, 
ten years after its organization, the 


Twelve 


Youth Live! 


By JOSEPH JURAS 


Federation began to interest itself in 
other age-groups, first organizing an 


_ Intermediate group and then following 


up by preparing a program of Sunday 
School studies and activities for chil- 
dren of six to twelve years of age. 
Previously this phase of Church activ- 
ity had not been deemed necessary, 
since religion had been taught regu- 
larly in the Church’s parochial schools. 
Religion is taught two hours per week 
even under the present system of secu- 


Growth of the Lutheran 
Youth Federation 


After 1938 the Federation took on a 
greater meaning for Lutheran young: 
people in Slovakia. The Czechs were 
placed under the “protectorate” of Hit- 
ler, and Slovakia became a farcical 
entity under the presidency of Mon- 
signor Tiso, a Quisling who interwove 


politics and religion into a _ pattern 
wholly pleasing to the Vatican and 


always to the detriment of Evangelical 


Group of Slovakian Lutheran youth discuss youth activities of the Lutheran Church 
with their leader, Pastor Juras. 


larized schools. However, it is felt that 
Sunday School training is definitely 
needed to supplement the existing 
weekly religious instruction. A monthly 
bulletin, “The Source”, is published 
for the Intermediate and Sunday 
School groups. The Slovak Lutheran 
Sunday School is a member of the 
Protestant Sunday School Association 
in Czechoslovakia and through it a 
member of the World Sunday School 
organization. ; 


Lutherans as the minority (four hun- 
dred thousand or one-fifth of the popu- 
lation) in the puppet state of Slovakia 
now began to feel the brunt of vicious 
persecution. Lutheran clergy and lead- 
ing laymen were imprisoned and sent 
to concentration camps, and some were 
brutally murdered. The new Catholic- 
Fascist regime now decided to unite 
all Slovak youth in its own quasi-reli- 
gious and fascist youth organization, 
wherein the members were to serve 
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Tiso-appointed leaders as their gods 
and saviours. Lutheran youth, en 
masse, rose promptly and opposed the 
proposed plan, standing firmly upon 
God’s truth “Neither be ye called mas- 
ters: for one is your Master, even 
Christ”. Lutheran young people the 
country over now found a true haven 
in the already existing Federation and 
met regularly throughout the trying 
years of war and persecution, finding 
new sources of strength in Bible study 
hours, re-discovering that the Scrip- 
tures held the only true message for 
their day of visitation. 


Because of their stubborn resistance 
to the existing regime, Lutheran young 
people were permitted to attend schools 
of higher education only in small per- 
centages and were often restricted in 
holding public office. In many cases 
young people suffered personal and 
public humiliation and persecution be- 
cause of their faith. 


During this critical period Lutheran 
youth met in Church-regulated sum- 
mer camps and there found new 
strength and inspiration to endure the 
pressure brought upon them by the 
fascist regime of Tiso. Two summer 
camps had been organized, one for the 
older group of young people with a 
capacity of 150 for each three week 
term, and the second for the Interme- 
diate group with a capacity of one 
hundred and twenty per period. Insti- 
tutes were also held regularly through- 
out the various districts of the country 
and received whole-hearted support 
from the young people. At one typical 
gathering a Lutheran Army officer 
told those assembled that they, the 
Lutheran Youth, were as important to 
the life of the nation as a thumb is to 


Monsignor Tiso, Nazi puppet ruler of Slovakia during World War II, inspects 


a summer camp of the Lutheran Church in Slovakia. 


His inspection resulted in the 


closing of the camp the next day. Resistance movement literature was found in camp 
liso has recently been executed as a war criminal. 


the other four fingers of the hand. 
(This was particularly symbolical since 
Lutherans formed one fifth of the na- 
tion’s population.) The raised thumb 
then became the sign of greeting and 
the password for the membership of 
the Federation until the end of the 
war. 


Seeing the stubborn opposition of 
Lutheran young people, the puppet 
government of Slovakia then closed 
the Summer camps and forbade all 
gatherings of the Lutheran Youth 
Federation. This order lasted until the 
closing period of the war. 

Throughout the hostilities of World 
War II, members of the Lutheran 
Federation took an active and leading 
part in the underground movement for 


Youth Rally attended by 50,000 young people in Liptovsky Svaty Mikulas. 
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liberation. As a natural result, many 
members were dragged off to concen- 
tration camps and prisons; many were 
shot and hanged without a court hear- 
ing. The rank and file of the members 
held fast in their loyalty to their faith 
and in the belief of approaching free- 
dom. From the sown seed of great suf- 


‘fering and cruel death came the flower 


of a new life of freedom from the en- 
slavement of the old enemy. 


The Present Status of Lutheran 
Youth in Slovakia 

Having put on the armor of God, 
girding its loins with truth and having 
on the breastplate of righteousness, 
our young people found through hard 
experience that they could not place 
their trust in man, only in God. After 
the close of the war attempts were 
again made to substitute weak human 
leadership for the leadership of Jesus 
Christ. Zealous propagators of Com- 
munism desired to unite all Slovak 
young people into their own godless 
organization. To attain this end they 
even forbade and disbanded the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Youth Federation, 
which had been so faithful to the ideals 
of freedom and democracy in the past 
years. However, the Lutheran young 
people re-organized under the rights 
and privileges guaranteed their Church 
by the present government. 

In general, our youth has placed 
itself in opposition also to the en- 
croaching new form of dictatorship, 
which differs from the old only in 
name. At first some members of the 
Federation showed an inclination to 
follow the new line of thought which 
followed our liberation. Most of these 
are now requesting renewal of their 
membership in the Church youth or- 
ganization and are being accepted after 
their disappointing experience. 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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Invitation 


When cats and bats and owls are out 
To have their fun and look about 
We too will have a party gay 

To chase the gloom and cares away 
Place: 

Date and Time: 

This invitation may be written on a 
plain card decorated with Hallowe’en 
seals or on some Hallowe’en shaped 
card (Jack-o-lantern, cat, bat, owl, etc.) 

The Decorations may consist of 
green branches, autumn leaves, corn- 
stalks and moss, with Jack-o-lanterns 
placed here and there. 

A witch or the leader of the party 
should hand to each guest a small 
Hallowe’en cut-out upon which has 
been written Group 1, 2, 3, or 4. These 
slips should be evenly divided before 
being given out so that there will be 
about the same number in each group. 
If the crowd is small only 2 groups 
may be used. The guests are told to 
assemble in the various groups to par- 
ticipate, as a group, in several con- 
tests for the evening. 


Hat Parade 

At a Hallowe’en party it is always 
nice for the guests to wear bright col- 
ored paper hats, why not let them 
make their own? This can be done by 
giving each guest a small package con- 
taining a piece of bright colored crepe 
paper (or any other kind of paper) 
about 18x20 inches in size (various 
shapes and sizes may be used), a con- 
trasting colored paper streamer and a 
pin or two. Give the guests 10 minutes 
to make their hats. A vote may then 
be taken to determine who has the 
prettiest hat and an inexpensive prize 
awarded the winner. The hats are to 
be worn the rest of the evening. 


Pumpkin Plunking 


A row of ten pumpkins cut out of 
cardboard decorated and graduated in 
size are strung up. The largest pump- 
kin is at the beginning of the row and 
smallest at the end. Explain that each 
pumpkin counts for the number of 
points marked on it. The largest 5, 10, 
15, and so on until the smallest which 
counts for 50. Use the four groups 
already assembled or group them to 
make only two sides according to your 
crowd. A line is marked off twenty 
feet away. Arrange the two sides in 
parallel lines behind the mark. Give 
a small ball to the first in the line who 
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Hallowe en Frolic 


By CLARA ROITSCH 


Jack O’Lantern Relay 

Use four jack-o-lanterns in which are 
lighted candles. The four groups stand 
in parallel lines and face a goal. At 
the signal the first one runs to the 
goal and back, holding the face of the 
lantern so that the draft will blow 
through. When the first one returns 
he hands the lantern to the one in 
front of the line and takes his place 
at the back. If the Jack-o-lantern goes 
out it must be relighted. The leader 
should provide matches for this pur- 
pose and be prepared to supply them 
as soon as the lantern is out. Use the 
largest room for this relay, as the dis- 
tance to be run will make it more in- 
teresting. 

Dangling Doughnuts 

Use a wire and let it remain loose 
enough to cause the doughnuts to 
dangle back and forth. Suspend dough- 
nuts from the wire with strings tied 
around the doughnuts. Tie a wax paper 
bag over the doughnut. There are 
enough of them suspended so that 
three or four from each group may 
participate. They stand after having 
selected a doughnut and when the sig- 
nal is given, without the use of the 
hands, they are to take the paper bag 
off of the doughnut and eat the dough- 
nut. The first one accomplishing this 
wins the prize. 


Game of the Three Fates 


Guests sit in a circle. Three Fates 
are chosen. The first whispers to each 
tosses it and returns the ball to the 
first in line of the second group and so 
on both groups alternating. The side 
having the largest score is awarded a 
small bag of candy or some other prize. 
If four groups are used play two at a 
time running off the final for the two 
winning teams to determine the victors. 


Witch’s Hunt 
Cut a number of cats, bats, and owls 
out of cardboard and hide them 


around the room before the party. The 


players march around in a circle while 
music is played. When the music stops 
the players find as many cats, bats and 
owls as they can. When the music 
begins again all must stop hunting and 
march in the circle again until the 
music stops again. The game contin- 
ues until all the cut-outs have been 
found. Cats count one point, bats count 
three points, owls count five points. 
Group having the most points wins. 


person in turn the name of his or her 
future sweetheart. The second Fate 
follows, whispering to each where he 
will meet his sweetheart, as “You will 
meet on a load of hay.” The third 
Fate reveals the future, as “You will 
be separated many years by a quarrel, 
but will finally marry.” Each guest 
must remember what is told him by 
the Fates and each-in turn must re- 
peat his fortune. For example: “My 
future sweetheart’s name is Obednego 
I shall meet his next week, and we 
shall be married on a moonlight ex- 
cursion.” 


Cross Questions and Silly Answers 


The players sit in two rows. One 
person gives each player on one side 
a question. Another person gives each 
player on the other side an answer. 
Since neither knows what the other is 
doing you can imagine the results 
when the questions and answers begin 
to fall. The first player on one side 
asks the question assigned to him and 
the player opposite gives the answer 
that was whispered to her. “What is 
your hobby?” asks Number One. “No, 
no, a thousand times no!” comes the 
response from the player opposite. “Do 
you think the moon is made out of 
green cheese?’ asks Number Two. 
“We'll fight it out on this line if it 
takes all summer,” comes the response. 


Fortune-Telling Booth 

The person operating this booth 
should be dressed as a gipsy or Hindu 
and should be clever enough to put it 
over. There are several ways that this 
may be done. Printed fortunes may be 
gotten from some book on the subject, 
or some study of palmistry may be 
made in advance. The person who is 
running the booth must be clever at 
extemporizing. 

Fortunes may be written on sheets 
of white paper with lemon juice, using 
a common pen. You will find that this 
makes an excellent invisible ink. When 
this slip of paper is held over a lighted 
candle the writing will plainly appear. 

Ghost Story 

As a closing to the party it would 
be spooky to turn out all the lights, 
except for a few Jack-o’-lanterns, and 
have someone tell a ghost story. 

Refreshments 
Nut cookies, candied apples on sticks 


and witches brew (fruit punch) would 
be appropriate. 
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LUTHERAN PROSPECTS IN RUSSIA 


By REV. SAMUEL TREXLER, D.D. 


Lutheran Commissioner for 


Russia, New 


Mork Nees. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 


WHY? To give to young adults a picture of the 
background of things Lutheran in Russia; to under- 
stand something of their present plight; and to ap- 


praise the prospects for Lutheran Christianity in 
Russia. 


HOW? Arrange a panel discussion with probably 
four persons speaking on subjects like the following: 
Religion in Russia Today; The Lutheran Past in 
Russia; The Present Plight of Lutherans in Russia: 
What of the Future for Lutherans in Russia? Follow- 
ing the “speeches”, members may ask questions of 
the speakers and discuss them. 


FOLLOW UP. Watch The Lutheran weekly for 
the latest information on the current situation in Eu- 
rope, especially the bearing of things on the situation 
with Lutherans in Russia. 


A PROJECT IN GIVING! The situation with 
Lutherans in Russia is but a part of the total state of 
upheaval with our fellow-believers in much of Europe, 
Material and spiritual aid is being provided by Luth- 
erans in America by means of Lutheran World Ac- 
tion. Perhaps your group would want to make a 
special contribution. a 


—————————————————— a —CCOC“# 


@® Program 
Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, God and Lord’ (102 PSH) 


Versicle: O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Thy Name 
in all the earth: 


Response: Who has set Thy glory above the heavens. 
Versicle: O come, let us worship and bow down: 
Response: Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
Versicle: For He is our God: 


Response: And we are the people of His pasture, and the 
sheep of His hand. 


Hymn: “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” (238 PSH) 
The Lesson: I Peter 4:12-19 
The Prayer: 

For the displaced persons in Europe 


For the Church in America that it may measure up to 
its opportunities 


For the Lutheran remnants in Russia 
For our Lutheran commissioner to Russia 


For fearless, consecrated leadership in the Church of 
tomorrow. 


For an increase of faith in all who believe in Christ 
For an increase of those who are willing to work for 
peace. 
The Panel (Speakers as suggested) 
Discussion and “Do You Remember?” 
The Offering 
The Lord’s Prayer 


Hymn: “Through 
(GIy) LS!) 


the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” 


® Discussion Questions 
In what respect are Russians and Americans alike? 
How does their government differ from ours? 
Can these two governments live side by side? 
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What institution 
peace among nations? 


How is the United Nations organization handling its 
problems? 


has been created the 


to preserve 


Is there prospect for better things as a result of its 
work? 


What are the prospects for Lutheran Christianity in 
Russia? 
@ See Resource Article, pages 4 and 5 in this tissue. 
® Do You Remember 
When Christianity came to Russia? 
Whence did it come? 
How the Lutheran Church entered Russia? 
Where it was strongest? 


(From the speeches) 


What its numerical strength once was? 

What its relationship was to the State? 

What rulers were especially responsible for its growth? 
What the state of affairs is today? 


@ What the Church Can Do 


1. Send a Commissioner to Russia to secure on the 
spot information about our Church there and to convey it 
to the Lutheran World Federation. (A Commissioner has 
been appointed in the person of the writer of this material. 
He is now in Europe but has not yet been granted the 
privilege of entering Russia.) 

2. To support and encourage any of our pastors at 
work in Russia by sending them workers from other parts 
of Europe and America. 

3. To re-establish our Theological Seminary in Lenin- 
grad. If the Lutheran Church in Russia is to survive and 
grow, it must have a native ministry adequately prepared 
for the great task ahead. 


(Centinued on Page 24) 
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The Church at Work 
5—More Than Half Need It—What? 


12—Binding Up Humanity’s Wounds 
Luke 4:18-21 


19—The Part Church Papers Play 
Mark 13:9-11 


Psalm 46 


I Corinthians 15:1, 2; Mark 16:16 


26—Lutheranism 430 Years Later (1517-1947) 


Young Adults wishing more than one program a month may find 
in this series some material of equal interest to them and may supple- 
their program material from this source. 


The series for October deals with The Church at Work. The sub- 
jects relate to the emphases in the Calendar of Causes—Social Missions 


and Church Papers. 


The final topic for the month deals with a Reformation theme. 


October 5, 1947 
XVIII after Trinity 


MORE THAN HALF NEED ITI=WHAT ¢ 


@ Preparation 


This topic may be presented most effectively 
as a debate. Phrase your subject as you wish. 
A suggestion: Resolved: That Christians in 
20th Century America can be as effective in 
the field of evangelism as first century Chris- 
tians in the Roman Empire. 


The material given herewith is not itself in 
the form of a debate, but material may be 
selected from it in planning a debate. The 
negative will be most difficult to defend, so 
that that side of the question should be given 
to the keenest thinker. One or two persons 
may be used to present each side of the issue, 
allowing five or ten minutes, for each speaker. 


This should be followed by the rebuttal, a 
period of five minutes or more. 

@ Program 

Hymn: “Stand Up, Stand Up’ (196 PSH) 
Invocation: 


“Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 

As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thy erring children, lost and lone.” 


Psalm 67 (Read responsively, page 38) 
Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 

Scripture: Acts 2:36-47 

Hymn: “Christ for the World” (164 PSH) 


Debate: Resolved: That Christians in 20th 
century America can be as effective in the 
field of evangelism as Ist century Christians 
in the Roman Empire. 


Rebuttal or Questions for Discussion 


Quiet Prayer: The group will be seated with 
bowed heads and closed eyes, each one pray- 
ing silently to God for divine personal guid- 
ance in the field of evangelism. 


Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me’ (279 PSH) 
(To be sung quietly, reverently as a hymn 
of dedication) 


The Offering 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 


Hymns: ‘Follow the Gleam” or 
“Lead On, O King” (290 PSH) 


@ Thinking It Through 


One of the most fascinating stories 
in the history of the Christian Church 
is the story of Evangelism. It deals 
with personalities, not material objects. 
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By Rev. Harold S. Miller, D.D., Brooklyn, 


E Corinthians 15:1, 2; Mark 16:16 


It is the touching of one life by an- 
other. It is bringing human personality 
in personal relationship with the life 
of Jesus Christ. And lite is always 
fascinating, whether it be in the first 
century of long ago, or the twentieth 
century of today. 


The Book of Acts 


Read the story of evangelism in the 
Acts of the Apostles. It reads like a 
fairy story, so full is it of the magic 
of power. In 1:2 there are eleven 
apostles. Matthias is soon to be added 
to take the place of Judas who has 
hanged himself. In 1:5 the number of 
Christians ‘‘was in all about a hundred 
and twenty.” But Peter on the Day 
of Pentecost stood up before a great 
congregation and preached a sermon 
so evangelistic that “there were added 
that day about three thousand souls.” 
2:41. The Sadducees annoyed because 
the apostles were proclaiming in Jesus 
the resurrection from the. dead put 
them in custody. But many who heard, 
believed, “and the number of men came 
to almost five thousand” 4:4. “And 
more than ever disciples were added to 
the Lord” 5:14. “Now in these days 
when the number of disciples were 
multiplied.” 6:1. There it is! Twelve, 
one hundred and twenty, three thous- 
and, five thousand, disciples ‘“added;” 
disciples “multiplied.” The whole story 
of the Book of Acts from the stand- 
point of evangelism is unique, com- 
pelling, fascinating. Study it anew and 
see for yourself. The church of the 
first century was like Peter and Paul, 
Barnabas and Timothy, Lydia and 
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Priscilla compelled to proclaim Him 
who was Life to them. 


History 


To tell the story of evangelism in 
history would require volumes, not 
paragraphs. Perhaps we can get the 
feel of the thing if we take a glance 
at the lives of two of the greatest, 
Augustine in England and Boniface in 
Germany. Both these men were church- 
men, scholars, organizers, missionaries, 
but their great love was to be evangel- 
ists for Christ, to bring Him to those 
who knew Him not. In 595 Pope 
Gregory I sent out a band of mission- 
aries—men who were sent out. Two 
years later they arrived in England and 
became the great evangelists to the 
Anglo-Saxons of southern and central 
England proclaiming the good news of 
the gospel of Christ. The leader of this 
band was Augustine who later became 
the first Archbishop of the English 
with his seat at Canterbury. It was the 
seed planted by Augustine that was to 
produce in the following centuries the 
evangelists who would bring Christ 
and His gospel to the German and 
Scandinavian people. 


The second great evangelist was 
Winfred, known to us as St. Boniface 
the apostle of the Germans. Early in 
the eighth century—7/18—he received 
permission from the pope to preach to 
all unbelieving people. Unremittingly 
he did the work_of an evangelist, which 
was the work he loved. He proclaimed 
the good news in all of south-central 
Germany, then went into Saxony and 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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October 12, 1947 
XIX after Trinity 


“BINDING UP HUMANITY’S WOUNDS” 


® -Preparation 


It is suggested that the leader make a visit 
to some shut-in, a hospital, home, or orphan- 
age before planning the program. First hand 
contact with some one in physical or spiritual 
need will give much thought and _ inspiration 
needed in the preparation of a program dealing 
with the work of Christian mercy. 


Contact also might be made with institutions 
of the Church requesting some information 
and literature on the service rendered suffering 
humanity. Investigate the work being done in 
your congregation to bring relief to bodies 
and souls, 

Plan to give time for discussion. Ask mem- 
bers to tell of visits to homes and institutions, 
giving the impressions and desire to render 
helpful Christian service. 


@® Program 
Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us” (204 PSH) 
Read Psalm 121 in Unison 


Statement of Topic: This is the second study 
in a series on the theme, “The Church At 
Work”. Our topic for study now is, ‘Bind- 
ing Up Humanity’s Wounds’. It centers 
in the work of Christian mercy known as 
“Tnner Missions”. This is an important 
part of the work of Social Missions. We 
might think of Inner Missions as a Christian 
service to the needy, the sick, the shut-ins. 
The ministry is to both bodies and souls. 
It is our most unselfish service for Christ, 
so near the heart of Jesus, so much like His 
ministry of love and_ mercy. Such service 
is a source of great joy and blessing. 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 4:18-21. 

Prayer 

Hymn: “‘O Master, Let Me Walk” (288 PSH) 

Discussion on the Topic 

Questions to aid discussion for closing period: 


How many members of our congregation 
are shut-ins? 


Do we know of others in the community? 


How many members do we have in Inner 
Mission institutions? (Orphan Home, 
Home for the Aged, etc.) How often do 
we visit these people? 

What help is given needy families in our 
community? Is this done by some welfare 
agency or by the Church? Is the relief 
limited to physical help such as_ food, 
clothing, etc.? Or do we give help for the 
heart and soul and mind? 

What effort do we make to bring members 
of needy families into our Church? If and 
when they come, do we make them feel 
entirely welcome? 

Do we as Christians really make poor people 
welcome in our Church? Are we as anxious 
to have them with us as we are more 
prominent people? 

Do we really follow Christ in 
to the needs of others? 

The Offering 


Hymn: “Where Cross 
(169 PSH) 


The Lord’s Prayer 
Silent Prayer 


ministering 


The Crowded Ways” 


@ The Topic 

“Tnner Missions” is a term long used 
in the Lutheran Church in this and 
many lands. It means doing the work 
of Christian love and mercy. A loving 
service, unselfish in purpose, far-reach- 
ing in scope, bringing help, hope, and 
faith to those who have fallen under 
the burdens of life. It reaches out the 
hand of help to lift up those who need 
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Luke 4:18-21 


By Rev. Wynne C. Boliek, D.D., Columbia, S. <. 


it most, giving faith and courage to 
carry on even in the face of handicaps. 
Inner Missions means applied Chris- 
tianity. It means ministering to bodies 
and souls, not just one of these. We 
find here social service, family welfare, 
child placement, rehabilitation, and 
charity, all wrapped in one bundle, add- 
ing the touch and blessing of Christian 
love. This represents the work of 
Inner Missions, a vital part of the 
larger program of Social Missions. 


The Need 


We do not have to look very far to 
find those in need of help. The kind 
of help which no group or agency can 
give in the same way the Christian 
Church can give. Only those filled with 
the love of Christ can minister to these 
needs with that added touch which en- 
riches life. When the love of Christ 
constrains us, we will go out to carry 
His message and works of love to 
others. 


In homes. It may be a shut-in. Some 
child, youth, adult, or aged person 
may be held in the grip of affliction. 
Visits are important. Individuals or 
groups from the Luther League can 
bring the brightness and cheer of 
Christian fellowship to such persons. 
Groups do this by means of a service, 
singing, a gift-shower. 

It may be a home suffering want, in 
need of food, clothing, medicine. It is 
not enough to go into such need and 
say, “Christ loves you. Cheer up”. We 
must show this love. Give evidence and 
proof of its reality. This comes by 
giving help to broken bodies, starving 
and naked individuals, troubled hearts. 
After we minister to their bodies, they 
may be more inclined to accept food 
and healing for the soul. 


Have you ever gone to the home of 
some elderly person who may have 
poor eyesight, or be blind, and read 
to that individual? There is likely some 
such person in your congregation or 
community. It is hard to realize how 
much such helpful service will mean to 
such an individual. It will also be a 
blessing to you. 

Possibly there is an orphan home 
near, or within reach of your Church. 
A visit, a program, a period of fellow- 
ship, a party, would enrich the lives of 
the children there. It might be possible 
to arrange with the officials to have a 
group of these children attend Church 
with the. Leaguers, then take them to 


your homes for lunch. Have you tried 
any of these? Don’t miss this blessing, 

Hospitals, homes for the aged, and 
other institutions offer abundant Op- 
portunity for helpful service. You can 
always find someone in need of Chris- 
tian comfort and cheer. 


The stress and strain of the recent 
war years have increased and intensi- 


hed the need for works of mercy, real 
Inner 


Mission service. There are 
minds, bodies, and hearts carrying 
heavy burdens. Some are broken, 


others are breaking. Only the healing 
power of the Gospel of Christ can help 
heal and strengthen such lives. Chris- 
tian comfort, cheer, hope and assur- 
ance will do more than any thing else. 
We as Christians have much to share 
with others in need. Christ wants to 
use us in sharing His blessings with 
others. 


Ways to Serve 

We may go as individual Christians, 
or we may go in groups. In either 
case we go to share the gift of Chris- 
tian love, sympathy and understanding. 
We go with the message of cheer and 
hope. We go with the “Bread of Life”. 
We really enjoy our blessings of life 
more when we share self and substance 
with others. 


We can go to some institutions with 
a chaplain or some official. As we meet 
those under the shadow of affliction, 
we can radiate Christian joy and com- 
fort. Somehow this helps to make the 
burdens lighter. 


We can make scrapbooks, take help- 
ful literature for distribution. Our visits 
will be remembered longer and will 
mean more if we leave something with 
those we visit. 


In one home for the aged, each Lu- 
ther League throughout the Synod 
“adopts” a,member for the year. The 
league makes occasional visits to the 
institution. In most cases a program 
is presented to the group of aged by 
the leaguers. They send gifts, cards, 
and other remembrances frequently to 
their “adopted” friend. 


One layman of a Lutheran congre- 
gation visits the state tuberculosis 
sanatorium each Sunday afternoon. He 
visits every Lutheran on the list, and 
many others. These people look for- 
ward to his visits. This service has 
been a source of comfort and blessing 
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October 19, 1947 
XX after Trinity 


THE PARI GHUOR GRIN Ariens mite 


® Preparation 

Arrange for a Panel Discussion, using tour 
or five speakers to whom such subjects as_ the 
following should be assigned for presentation: 
The Origin of Church Papers; Their Function 
Yesterday and Today; Our Church Paper 
Today (Its content, its staff, its circulation) ; 
How Others Appraise The Lutheran; Other 
Chureh-Serving Periodicals. Have the speak- 
ers sit on either side of the presiding officer’s 
table when the panel gets to work. 


@® Program 
Hymn: “Come, Gracious Spirit” (104 PSH) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 19 (Page 33) 
Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 
The Lesson: Mark 13:9-11 
Prayer: 
For the ministry of the printed page _ 
Thanksgiving for a free press in America 
Thanks for the labors of those who have 
made possible the Church press_ ; 
Thanks for those who serve the Church in 
this way today 
For a larger number of 
of the Church press 
Hymn: ‘Spread, O Spread” (120 PSH) 
The Panel 
The Discussion 
The Offering 
Hymn: “My Church, My Church” (138 PSH) 
Che Benediction 


interested readers 


® Questions for Discussion 


Why have men conceived the church paper 
to be so important? 

What can it hope to accomplish? 

Do we pay what it costs to publish 
Lutheran when we subscribe? 

Who pays the difference? 

How does the circulation of The Lutheran 
compare with other U.L.C.A. papers? 

How does its circulation compare with those 
of other Lutheran groups in America? 

What kind of a rating did The Lutheran 
recently get from professional appraisers? 

What the U.L.C.A. think of 
Lutheran? 

What other church-serving papers are there 
in our Church? (The special publications of 
certain Boards and those of the auxiliaries.) 

Has anything ever been done to reduce the 
number of publications claiming the attention 
of our U.L.C.A.? With what result? Why? 

Why do the auxiliaries need their own 
papers? (Lutheran Woman’s Work, Lutheran 
Men, and The Luther League Review.) 

Do any of these compete with The Lutheran? 


© Sidelights 


Tell all that you know about the members 
of the staff of The Lutheran (Strive to intro- 
duce them as persons to your group.) 

Do the same for the members of the Church 
Paper Committee. (See inside front cover of 
The Lutheran for the names in each case. 
Ask your pastor for help in identifying them 
or write the editorial office of The Lutheran.) 

Display pictures (on a poster) from old 
copies oi The Lutheran, showing the staff, 


@ A Practical Project 


Secure subscriptions to The Lutheran in 
your congregation if no other group is re- 
sponsible tor doing so. Write Mr. A. J. Arbo- 
gast, Circulation Manager, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., for information and ma- 
terials. 


Since yours is the Young People’s Group 
(of the Luther League) in your parish, con- 
duct a vigorous and enthusiastic campaign for 
subscribers to The Luther League Review. 


The 


The 


does 


Eighteen 


BY Rev. G. 


Mark 13:9-11 
Elson Ratti. Wert. Os 


Write to The Luther League of America, 405 
Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St., Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa., for information about it. 


@ The Topic 
Ministry of the Church Paper 


If you sit up reading until way after 
bedtime, it’s probably a detective story 
you have in your hands, not the latest 
copy of The Lutheran. Church papers 
are seldom exciting. They do useful 
work in keeping the church informed. 
They influence the opinions of many 
people. And they do their work quietly. 

But—surprising as it may seem— 
there were days in the past century 
when people stood on street corners 
impatiently waiting for the postman to 
bring the church paper. We blush in 
explaining the reason. It was this:— 
readers were eager for the latest news 
of some tough slugging match between 
church leaders in their arguments over 
Christian doctrine. 


Such arguments raged through the 
middle of the nineteenth century. They 
took place in the Lutheran churches as 
well as in others. They split the 
churches into dozens of divisions, many 
of them not yet patched up. And the 
church papers provided the space in 
which theologians could battle one 
another. 

Of course the papers did more than 
stage church quarrels. They pictured 
the great missionary opportunities as 
roads were opened westward for the 
pioneer Americans. They reported 
travels of the first American mission- 
aries to foreign lands. They supported 
establishment of the schools, orphan- 
ages, hospitals which the church has 
today. But there was still room in the 
papers for arguments. 


One reason the church papers of a 
century ago were very free in their 
expression of the personal opinions of 
their editors is that they were privately 
owned, either by their editors or by a 
small group of individuals. They sold 
space for advertising of all sorts of 
products—even patent medicine. Even 
with this income the papers had a hard 
time meeting expenses, and most of 
them did not live very long. 

The Lutheran periodical which lived 
the longest was The Observer, founded 
in 1831, which lasted nearly a century. 
The Lutheran began in 1860, and was 
a privately owned paper for a long 
time. 

About 50 years ago most of the Luth- 
eran church bodies got interested in 
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outright ownership of their church pa- 
pers, because they realized the value 
of well-financed periodicals which 
would carry important information to 
their people. When the United Luth- 
eran Church was established in 1918, 
The Lutheran became its. official 
weekly journal. 

Today The Lutheran is a “pocket- 
size’ paper, of about the size of The 
Reader’s Digest, with 50 pages a week. 
It has a circulation of 50,000, going 
into every state and province of the 
United States and Canada and into 
more than a dozen foreign countries. 
As there are about 500,000 families in 
the United Lutheran Church, the pres- 
et circulation is only about one-tenth 
as large as it should be if all our peo- 
ple are to be reached by it. 


And there are good reasons why 
every family should have the church 
paper. 


Some thought ought to be given to 
the importance of reading things which 
set forth the Christian point of view. 
We all absorb vast quantities of printed 
matter—newspapers, magazines, books 
—in the course of a year. Little of it 
is concerned with the basic themes of 
Christian thought. If we were de- 
pendent on what most of us usually 
read, we would be spiritually ignorant. 


There are magazine articles about re- 
ligion quite frequently, written by 
amateurs in religion. Some people have 
the quaint notion that a man who has 
studied Christian truth deeply, and 
who is ardently faithful to the church, 
can’t be a helpful writer regarding re- 
ligion. Some fellow who has dabbled 
in all sorts of philosaphies, and never 
reached any clear understanding of any 
of them is supposed to be ideally 
suited to write about man’s soul and 
its destiny. 

It should be a matter of urgency 
among us that we keep Christianity on 
our reading list. There are scores of 
excellent books each year, most of 
them reviewed in this paper. Maybe 
there aren’t so many good Christian 
magazines ... but then, if you can’t 


find a better one, you can always read 
The Lutheran. 


We have four main sections in The 
Lutheran every week: First is general 
news, under the titles “The Church in 
the News,” “World News Notes,” and 
“Washington.” This section tries to 
survey all important events in the 
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October 26, 1947 
Reformation Sunday 


LUTHERANISM 430 YEARS LATER (1517-1947) 


® Preparation 


In preparing for the presentation of the topic; 
take advantage of the bibliography. For ex- 
ample, read through the preface to Luther’s 
Catechism. It will serve not only as a_back- 
ground for the topic, but will also stimulate 
thinking on related subjects for discussion. It 
would be wise to assign several of these sub- 
jects to several individuals a few days before 
the meeting. This will stimulate a discussion 
immediately. There are many other phases of 
this subject than those set down here. The 
purpose is to present a comparison of Luth- 
eranism in Luther’s day and Lutheranism 
today. 


® Study Projects 


Using Paul Zeller Strodach’s, ‘“A Manual on 
Worship,” Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, 
1946, make a detailed study of the following: 


The Common Service 
Matins 
Vespers 


® Program 


Dr. Martin Luther’s contribution to Liturgy 
and Worship did not end when he gave us 
the Common Service as we know it today. 
He gave us also The Litany for which he had 
a very high regard. In order that we might 
become better acquainted with The Litany, 
we shall use it in our worship. 


A leader should be chosen from the group 
to lead the responses and the prayers. 


An appropriate opening hymn might be No. 
317, one of Luther’s hymns, entitled “Out of 
the Depths I Cry To Thee.” After the con- 
clusion of the hymn, begin your devotions with 
The Litany and continue until the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


At this point sing hymn No. 195, “A Mighty 
Fortress,” followed by the Scriptire Lesson. 
Psalm 46, and the topic for the day. 


Aiter the discussion has terminated, con- 
clude the program with the remainder of The 
Litany, beginning with the Lord’s Prayer. 


_Close the meeting with the singing of hymn 
No. 167, Luther's hymn, “Lord, Keep Us 
Steadfast In Thy Word.” 


® Lutheranism 430 Years Later 


Nearly every one of us is familiar 
with Luther’s Small Catechism. If we 
are not—we should be! It has often 
been said that if a person wants to 
find out what the religious conditions 
were during the sixteenth century, the 
best and briefest description can be 
found in the preface of Luther’s Small 
Catechism. 


Do we recall just what the condi- 
tions were as Dr. Martin Luther de- 
scribed them? You will no doubt re- 
member that first of all, Dr. Luther 
mentioned the “deplorable conditions” 
which existed, first concerning the peo- 
ple. for they, according to Luther, had 
no knowledge of the Christian Doc- 
trine; and secondly, the “deplorable 
condition” which existed among the 
clergy of his day. The clergy Luther 
admonishes because they were almost 
as ignorant as the laity. 

It is true, the religious illiteracy dur- 
ing Luther’s time had reached a de- 
plorable depth. The Church made no 
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Chicago, Illinois 
effort to educate the laity in the ele- 
mentary doctrines of the Church. - It 


has been said that the beautifully 
stained glass windows adorning the 
churches were the main source of 


religious education. The Mass, which 
could have been the major source of 
education, did not fulfill the need not 
only because it was conducted in a 
language foreign to the masses, i.e. 
Latin, but also because it was based 
based upon fear and mysticism. 


Now what about Lutheranism 430 
years later, that is, in our own contem- 
porary age? 


Lay Education Today 


We may be tempted to say how 
much better off we are here in Amer- 
ica—that these conditions do not now 
exist. However, we must not assume 
that we are much better off. Now what 
do we mean by this? First of all, con- 
sider our present public educational 
system as it exists in Our country to- 
day. Better yet, consider the public 
schools you have attended. They avoid 
the ‘spirit of God’ concept in their cur- 
riculums. We would call this a secu- 
lar school system, that is, it functions 
as if God did not exist. Then you 
might say, “Yes, this may be true, but 
the Lutheran Church demands as pre- 
requisite for church membership, at- 
tendance to her catechetical classes 
where the doctrines of the Church are 
explained and taught.” This is true, 
and we are therefore called a ‘teaching 
Church’, but what a small percentage 
of our country’s population attends or 
has attended these classes! 


The point with which we should con- 
cern ourselves is this: What am I do- 
ing to bring my friends into my pas- 
tor’s catechetical class? You know very 
well that the Roman Catholics are do- 
ing this constantly. If we, who have 
open minds and the open Bible, make 
no effort toward this end we should 
be ashamed of ourselves! We must 
realize, therefore, that our people are 
not well indoctrinated concerning the 
teachings of Scripture, but we are both 
proud and thankful that our own Lu- 
theran Church has set an outstanding 
example among the Protestant groups 
in America by insisting upon thorough 
religious training of her members. 


Clerical Education in Luther’s Day 

Normally, one would expect to have 
turned to the clergy during the six- 
teenth century to find the educated. 


However, Dr. Luther informs us in his 
Catechism that many of the pastors 
were both ignorant and incompetent. 
They could not recite the Lord's 
Prayer, the Creed or the Ten Com- 
mandments. The Roman _ Catholic 
Church did not even educate its priests. 
We are told that they merely mumbled 
the mass in a mechanical fashion. This 
was done in Latin, a language foreign 
not only to the Laity but also to many 
of the clergy. This latter criticism, that 
is of conducting the mass in Latin, has 
not been corrected to this day. Amer- 
ican Roman Catholics are forced to 
worship in this dead language. 


Clerical Education Today 


We can find a great deal more en- 
couragement, however, when we con- 
sider our pastors of today. Credit is to 
be given to Luther and the Lutheran 
Reformers who emphasized education 
both among the laity and the clergy. 
Generally speaking, the Lutheran 
Clergy are the best educated in the 
Protestant world. The rigid educational 
requirements demanded of Lutheran 
pastors have even influenced other 
branches of Protestantism to raise the 
qualifications for their clergy. At no 
point in American history have we 
had so many college and University- 
trained pastors. Mark A. May in The 
Education of American Ministers, Vol. 
II, has this to say for the Lutheran 
clergy, “Of the American denomina- 
tions, the Lutherans have retained 
most complete control of their colleges, 
and this is an important factor in their 
ability to maintain so high a percent- 
age of educated men.” We should be 
both encouraged and thankful there- 
fore that contemporary Lutheranism 
has remained true to Luther’s insist- 
ence on an educated clergy who make 
it their ultimate goal in life to educate 
the laity in the doctrines of Scripture! 


Worship in Luther’s Day 

Let us now direct our attention to 
worship as it existed in the sixteenth 
century and as we find it today, 430 
years later. 

Dr. Luther in his thesis Concerning 
the Order of Divine Worship in the 
Congregation, describes these condi- 
tions with his customary vividness: 

“Three great and serious misuses 
have entered into divine worship. The 
first—God’s Word has been silenced, 
and only reading and singing remain in 
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Frisia. Here, while in the very act of 
administering the Rite of Confirmation 
to some of those he had converted, he 
was set upon by.a heathen band and 
met his death for One who was to him 
The Life. 


America Today 


In the words of St. Paul, ‘behold, 
now is the accepted time’”—II Corin- 
thians 6:2, America today has a larger 
number of church members than any 
nation has ever had in any century or 
generation. The number is approxi- 
mately seventy million. In spite of 
this, or perhaps because of it, the Pro- 
testant Churches of America in the 
past two years have placed tremendous 
emphasis on the program of evangel- 
ism. In March 1946 The Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica issued “A Call to the Churches for 
a Vital Evangelism.” The call has 
been answered in most of the great 
denominations of our land. The Meth- 
odists challenged their people to 
achieve a goal of one million new 
members and the challenge is being 
accepted. Other church bodies have 
and are participating in answering this 
call and are stressing the need of win- 
ning others to Christ as never before. 


The United Lutheran Church 


The Board of Social Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
has been leading our church anew in 
this field. Through its Department of 
Evangelism with two full-time secre- 
taries it has urged all pastors and con- 
gregations to participate in its pro- 
gram. It has distributed throughout 
our four thousand congregations’ hun- 
dreds of thousands of pieces of litera- 
ture on evangelism. Never before since 
Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg estab- 
lished the first body of Lutherans in 
America in 1748 has our church placed 
such emphasis on this task of the 
Church. As coriceived by the Board of 
Social Missions, Evangelism is of a 
two-fold nature. It is winning for 
Christ and bringing into the Church 
those who are not now in the Church. 
It is also the reclaiming of those within 
the Church whose names are on con- 
gregational rolls but whose member- 
ship has lapsed. Each of these ob- 
jectives is accomplished through the 
training of laymen in the local congre- 
gation. 

When an evangelistic effort for win- 
ning new souls for Christ is conducted 
under the direction of the Board of 
Social Missions it is a combined effort 
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of many congregations in a community 
rather than an indiyidual effort. In one 
of our great metropolitan areas a 
group of eleven churches co-operated 
under the leadership of the Director of 
Evangelism. Pastors were called to- 
gether weeks before the campaign. 
They selected their best qualified lay- 
men, made up their prospect lists and 
prepared the ground work. The in- 
tensive campaign was conducted for 
five consecutive days. The laymen 
were trained, sent out two by two. 
Dinner meetings were held each night 
before the visitors went to their tasks. 
At the end of the campaign over five 
hundred new members were received 
in the eleven churches. This was about 
thirty-five per cent of the number of 
prospects called upon. Such evangel- 
istic efforts efficiently carried out have 
always brought an abundant harvest. 


Reclaiming the lapsed members is 
another part of our program of evan- 
gelism. In the fall of 1946 from Sep- 
tember 15th to December 15th such an 
effort was made in our United Luth- 
eran Church. Many congregations 
conducted a campaign. Wherever they 
did this in conformity with the plans 
suggested by the Board of Social Mis- 
sions it produced gratifying results. 

But evangelism is more than an ef- 
fort conducted now and again. It is 
the full-time task of the whole Church 
everywhere at all time. As such it vi- 
tally concerns each of us who have 
heard and followed the call of our 
Lord. It is therefore of vital concern 
to you and every leaguer. 


© Biblical Evangelists at Work 


John 1:35-42. One Brings Another 

John 4:27-42. A Woman Tells 

John 12:20-25. The Greeks Seek Jesus 
Matthew 28:18-20. The Great Commission 
Acts 2:36-47. Peter Preaches Evangelism 
Acts 5:12-16. The Marvelous Growth 
Acts 16:11-15. Lydia Follows Christ 


® Questions for Discussion 


1. Did your church Participate in the 
Lapsed Membership campaign conducted in the 
Fall of 1946? If the answer is yes, what were 
the results achieved? If the answer is no, why 
did you not participate? Consult your pastor. 


2. One local congregation participated in 
an evangelistic co-operation effort conducted 
by The Board of Social Missions. There were 
twenty-four trained visitors. These visitors 
called on approximately 125 prospective mem- 
bers. As a result sixty adult members were 
received on Palm Sunday. These sixty new 
members pledged over $900 to the budget for 
that year. What has your church done? Or 
what can your church now do? Consult your 
Church Council. 


3. Let each league draw up a list of ten 
friends they know and go with. Along side of 
each name write the name of the church of 
which your friend is a member. Where this is 
unknown speak to these friends before the 
next league meeting and report the results of 
your findings. What should be the next step? 

4. Is every member of your family a mem- 


ber of your church? If not what can, what 
should, what will, you do about it? 


5. One half of America is unchurched. The 
other half is churched, Which half exerts the 
greater influence on American life? 


® Quotations 


“Tt—the Churech—responds to Christ-in-God 
by being a shepherd of the sheep, a seeker of 
the lost, the friend of publicans and sinners, 
of the poor and brokenhearted.” 

—Richard Niebuhr ‘The 
Series” Vol. II 


Interseminary 


“The coming revival will keep-Christ in the 
Church, but it will also take him out where 
the masses are, and bring them to the Church 
and to Him.” 


—-‘The Emerging Revival’? G. Ray Jordan 


“If America were to undergo a genuine re- 
ligious revival, the course of history would be 
changed. And if any American wants to under- 
go a genuine religious conversion, he must 
prepare for a revolutionary change in his per- 
sonal history.” . ibe sae 

—“Life’’ Editorial 


@ Literature on Evangelism Prepared and 
Published 


by The Board of Social Missions, U.L.C.A. 
231 Madison Ave., New York 16; N. Y.- 


Reaching for Them 
Selecting Lay Evangelists 
Training the Lay Evangelist 


Reach the Unreached by Reaching for 
Them 


Adult Catechetical Evangelism 
Seed-Time to Harvest 

No Space to Spare 

War Time Conservation 

On Returning to Religion 

Why You Should Go To Church 
Moving a Rose Bush 

But—It Is True 

You Could If You Would 
Your Church 


Most of these pamphlets and tracts on 
Evangelism are still available from the 
Board at cost price. 
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to the patients, and the man himself 
finds real joy in such service. 

If we have the “will” to do some 
helpful service, there is always a “way” 
and a place to be found for it. The op- 
portunities are many and of wide vari- 
ety. The important thing is actually 
to do something helpful. 


The Will To Do 


We oiten see the need, know what 
we should do, but just fail to do any- 
thing about it. We might profit by re- 
calling a verse of Scripture: “To him 
that knoweth to do good and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin’. Too many are 
guilty of this sin. We need the urge, 
the will to do. Once we get started we 
find it such a joy and blessing we 
usually keep at it. 

If we study the ministry of Christ, 
see the works of mercy He did; how 
He was continually binding up the 
wounds of a broken humanity, we 
should want to follow Him. We can- 
not follow Christ truly and fail to serve 
others in His name. 
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Sin has wounded many lives. It has 
wrecked many homes. There is’ so 
much needed to bring the right relief. 
Only in Christ can these be healed and 
the wrecks rebuilt. Remember, the cup 
of cold water, the visit to the sick, to 
those in prison, food for the hungry, 
clothes for the naked, the Gospel for 
the poor. If we do these works in 
Christ’s name, He says, “Inasmuch as 
ye did it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye did it unto me”. Can 
we deny Him? Can we fail those in 
need of our ministry and _ still call 
ourselves followers of Him who went 
about doing good? 


Love the Motive 

One great Christian motive above all 
others prompts us to works of mercy. 
It is the motive of love. Paul found it 
and expresses it in these words: ‘‘For 
the love of Christ constraineth us”. 
Here is the motive power which 
prompts action. We cannot have the 
love of Christ in our hearts and stand 
by while others suffer without doing 
something to help. 


This love sends us wherever there is 
need. It may be into poverty stricken 
homes in slum areas, or it may be into 
the homes of the “well fixed”. If there 
is suttering and need, either in body, 
mind, or spirit, we will go as servants 
of Christ to give the help needed most. 

Love makes us humble in such serv- 
ice. We do not go into homes or in- 
stitutions with any “holier-than-thou” 
spirit, but with a desire to be of serv- 
ice, to share the good things of our 
Lord with others, to radiate the Spirit 
and share the love of Christ with them. 


Love is the soothing, healing oint- 
ment needed to heal so many wounds 
suffered by a broken humanity. Many 
are starving for Christian love more 
than for physical bread. Many need 
the warmth of Christian fellowship 
more than clothing. Many long for the 
shelter of sympathetic interest and 
understanding more than for a roof 
over their head. 


If the love of Christ means anything 
to you, then you will make it mean 
much to others. If you want to keep 
it for yourself you must share it. 


@ Moving Examples from Jesus’ Day 


Luke 10:25-37. We call this the parable of 
the “Good Samaritan’. A man robbed, beaten, 
left wounded and bleeding by the roadside. 
Religious leaders passed him by. An ‘‘outsider”, 
the Samaritan, brought comfort and help. Along 
the wayside of life we find those whom the 
world has robbed and left wounded. Can we 
ignore them? Pass by without help? Christ 
says, “Go and do thou likewise’’. 
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Matthew 25:31-40. A glimpse at the last 
judgment. Coming to the great ‘‘divide’’. What 
comfort to hear the commendation of Christ, 
“Come ye blessed of my Father.—Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me’. 

Acts 9:36-43. The name of 
symbol of ‘good works’’. She gave herself 
in serving others in Christ’s name. Others 
gave evidence of the help she had been to 
them. What can others say about your life? 


Acts 3:1-10. A beggar asking for alms. 
Peter, a servant of Christ, gives him some- 
thing more wonderful. The gift of healing in 
the name and power of Christ. Many today are 
asking material gifts, when their greatest need 
is Spiritual blessing. All are Spiritual beggars 
in need of mercy and healing for the soul. 

Matthew 8:14-22. What a difference the 
touch of Christ makes with any life. To the 
sick and needy our love and interest, our 
helping hand really brings the touch of Jesus. 
His touch through us will heal broken bodies 
and souls, will bind up many wounds and 
afflictions. 

Matthew 9:1-8. Another miracle of healing. 
But note—‘they’’, that is friends, or others 
brought the afflicted man to Jesus. Through 
our works of mercy, our Christian service, we 
bring cthers to Jesus and bring Jesus to 
others that they may be healed. 


Luke 9:1-6. Christ sent the twelve out to 
preach, teach, and heal. They went with the 
message and power of His love. Many were 
healed of physical and Spiritual ills. He would 
likewise send us with the same purpose and 
power. 
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Doreas is a 


(Continued from 


church and the world from the angle 
of the Christian’s special interests. 


Then comes the feature article sec- 
tion, which contains four main types 
of articles: on basic religious ideas, 
our faith; on various types of Christian 
experience, our life; on unusual activ- 
ities taking place in Christian congre- 
gations, our church; and on human in- 
terest subjects, our people. 

Third is the magazine section, with 
stories, Bible study, a clinic on per- 
sonal problems, book reviews. Lastly 
is the local news of the states and 
provinces. 

Some time back The Lutheran was 
one of 16 papers selected from: 200 or 
300 Protestant journals for expert anal- 
ysis on behalf of the Associated Church 
Press. The Lutheran got a mark of 
88 per cent after it was studied as to 
content, editing, arrangement. 

There were five or six with higher 
marks but since the average for the 
selected 16 was 75 per cent, our journal 
did moderately well. 

A member of the Time staff was 
present when the report was made, 
and happened to mention that the 
Time editorial budget is $2,000,000 a 
year. Our paper has something less 
than 1 per cent of that. The Reader’s 
Digest usually pays $1,000 or more for 
a single article. 

The point is, the odds are against 
producing a church paper that com- 
pares favorably with the big maga- 


zines. So, most people—even the 
“best” church people—prefer Life or 
Colliers or some other of the 
circulation journals, You can’t 


them for that. 


mass- 
blame 


There’s only one thing we have in 
The Lutheran which nobody else has: 
this is the only weekly periodical ex- 
pressing the point of view of the United 
Lutheran Church. It does more than 
any other periodical anywhere in in- 
forming people about the work of our 
church. We can go a little beyond that, 
by supplying a steady stream of in- 
formation about things of special im- 
portance to church people. 


For OCTOBER 26 
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the churches. This is the worst misuse. 
The second—When God’s Word had 
been silenced, there entered in its 
stead such a host of unchristian fables 
and lies, both in legends, songs and 
sermons, that it is a thing horrible to 
behold. The third—Such divine service 
was performed as a work whereby 
God's grace and salvation might be 
earned. The result of this was that 
faith disappeared and instead every one 
gave to churches, established founda- 
tions, and wanted to become priests, 
monks and nuns.” 


Lutheran Worship Today 


Luther’s purification of the mass is 
commonly known to us today as the 
Common Service. It is interesting to 
note that the best service book of the 
Church of England has so very closely 
followed our Lutheran Liturgy with 
few divergencies. 

Our Common Service as we have it 
today represents the pure service of 
the Christian Church of the West from 
the earliest times. It embraces all the 
essentials of worship as used by the 
first century Christians. This service 
and services similar to it are used by 
four out of five Christians throughout 
the world today. It can honestly claim 
to be the common service of the Chris- 
tian Church of all ages. 

The League would do well to have 
as one of its special study projects the 
Common Service, as suggested. It will 
make your Sunday morning worship 
more meaningful and therefore more 
beneficial. 


Lutheranism Triumphant 

Lutheranism 430 years later has con- 
tinued to emphasize the importance of 
education. For Lutherans know, or 
should know, what they believe and 
why they believe it. The Lutheran 
Church has also continued to offer her 
members the true worship service of 
the Church where one can truly wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth. It has been 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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these factors together with the pure 
doctrine for which she stands that has 
been the ballast which has kept her 
at an even keel and made her propor- 
tionately the fastest growing church 
body among the major denominations 
in the United States. 


It is no wonder then that Theodore 
Roosevelt while addressing an as- 
sembly of Lutherans, prophesied that 
she was destined to become the leading 
protestant denomination in America. 
Events now taking place seem to 
point to the fulfillment of that pro- 
phecy. With 82,000,000 adherents in 
the world, Lutheranism is the ‘most 
highly respected’ and the ‘most highly 
feared’ by the Roman Catholic Church. 
We believe it is because, as Philip 
Schaff, the noted Presbyterian Church 
historian said of Lutheranism: “The 
Lutheran Church is the Thinker, the 
Bookmaker, the Educator of the world 
because her greatest preacher voiced 
so faithfully the divine message to 
meMN 


I know of no better way in which 
I might summarize the religious con- 


dition of the sixteenth century and 
Lutheranism today than to quote a 
personal testimony of a Lutheran pas- 
tor who is a former Roman Catholic 
priest. When asked to describe the 
difference between Roman Catholicism 
and Lutheranism he said, “Religion is 
now to me a pleasure instead of a 
drudgery.” 


@ The Bible Speaks to Us 


II Timothy 3:16, 17. The Bible should be 
used for instruction in righteousness. It 
should enable a person to lead a life in thor- 
ough conformity with the righteousness of a 
life that pleases God. Are we faithful students 
of God’s Word? 


Acts 18:24-28. Apollo serves as an example 
of one who has been educated in the way of 
the Lord. He lived to tell others that Jesus 
is the Christ. Educate yourself in God’s Word 
and perhaps you, like Apollo, will dedicate your 
life in the service of the Christ. 

Proverbs 23:12. These words of 
might well serve as our life’s theme. 

Saint Luke 5:1-3. Christ’s ministry here on 
earth was one of teaching. It was this edu- 
cational emphasis that Luther recaptured for 
our Lutheran Church. 

Saint John 4:22-24. Our God is a personal 
God, and he desires that we worship Him in 
spirit and in truth, in accord with His person, 
that intimate personal intercourse, without any 
intervening priesthood. 

St. Matthew 15:8, 9. In Christ’s rebuke to 
the Scribes and Pharisees, we are shown that 
education and worship supplement each other. 
True worship demands education in the doc- 
trines of God and not man. 


St. Matthew 14:33. Here we have the com- 
manding theme of true worship. 


Solomon 
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HEROIC SLOVAKIAN 
YOUTH LIVE! 


(Continued from Page 13) 


As one of the two secretaries of the 
Slovak Lutheran Youth Federation, I 
have been authorized, and am privi- 
leged to bring you their sincere greet- 
ings in Christ our Lord. We look te 
our American brothers and sisters in 
faith with admiration and hope. I ex- 
tend the greetings of our organization 
gladly, knowing that our common heri- 
tage of Faith binds and unites us in 
Christ our Saviour. We heartily thank 
you for your generosity, extended to: 
us through Lutheran World Action. 
Your helping -hand has been and is of 
inestimable aid and blessing to us in 
our trials and visitation. May the ever- 
living promise of our Lord—“And lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world’’—strengthen you, , 
and us, in the battle and labour for 
the Kingdom of God unto a victorious 
end. 


SPECIAL GIFTS FUND 


N APPEAL to true steward- 

ship! That’s the call of the 

‘new Special Gifts Fund of the 

Luther League of America. At 
the Pittsburgh Convention we voted to 
embark upon an ambitious financial 
program in 1947, focused on the new 
Apportionment Plan, this program to 
also include a Special Gifts Fund to 
support part of the budget. 

Prior to 1947 “dues” and the “Sus- 
taining Membership Fund” shared al- 
most equally in gaining financial sup- 
port of our program. However, the 
new Apportionment Plan was designed 
almost entirely to fill our budgetary 
needs—but something was also needed 
to replace the “S. M.” Fund in order 
to provide former Leaguers and friends 
of youth the opportunity to express 
their continued loyalty, so the Special 
Gifts Fund was inaugurated on Janu- 
ary 1, 1947, 


These are the opportunities provided 
through this fund: 


“Loyalty Gift” is a contribution of 
$5.00 or more to the financial program 
of the Luther League of America. Any 
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Leaguer will find such a gift a real 
opportunity to express his loyalty to, 
and appreciation of, the work of his 
Church and its Young People’s organ- 
ization. Also, any local League, Dis- 
trict or Synodical (State) League, will 
find the Loyalty Gift a very appropri- 
ate means of expressing appreciation 
to a long-time Leaguer, retiring officer, 


- etc., for his loyal work in carrying out 


or supporting their group’s program. 
We can think of no more appropriate 
financial gift to make than for a newly- 
organized “L-O-Y-A-L” group to give 
a Loyalty Gift to the Luther League. 


“Memorial Gift” is a contribution 
of $10.00 or more to the financial pro- 
gram of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica. Through this gift, Leagues, 
Leaguers and friends of the League 
may honor those who have entered the 
Life Eternal. The name of the person 
memorialized will be inscribed in the 
“Golden Book of Memory” at Head- 
quarters of the Luther League of 
America and a Memorial Folder will 
be sent to the donor, or to relatives or 
friends of the person memorialized. 


By Clareace L, Neun 


Chairman 


So far this year about $575 have been 
contributed to the Special Gifts Fund. 
Although no special quotas have been 
assigned to State or Synodical Leagues, 
it must be remembered that this Fund 
is a necessary part of our financial pro- 
gram, and that receipts of $2,000 from 
this source have been budgeted for 
1947, We should also keep in mind 
that while the Apportionment Plan is 
designed to care for the greater part of 
our financial needs, the Special Gifts 
Fund is a separate and distinct part of 
our financial program and has no con- 
nection with the amount each State 
or Synodical League may be regularly 
apportioned to help meet the much 
needed and very necessary budgeted 
expenses of the Luther League of 
America. 


There are but a few months remain- 
ing in this year. A gift, out of gratitude 
to God, to the Special Gifts Fund will 
not only express a Leaguer’s or a 
League’s Loyalty to the  Luthes 
League of America, but will also boost 
the Young People’s work of our great 
United Lutheran Church in America. . 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW. 


FINANCIAL REPORT—AUGUST 31, 1947 


Apportionment 
Quota Paid 

Northern California . $200.00 
Southern California . 190.00 $145.00 
@anada ok. seis. 850.00 425.00 
Wonnecticut | onenee: 120.00 (3) 120.00 
Columbia District 90.00 
MOnidaese staat 105.00 
Georgia-Alabama 255.00 74.03 
Pin O1S! = Re hice a 660.00 (1) 754.64 
er dianam nner 375.00 200.00 
SIRE necucto eeepc) oath 550.00 
HamSas, goes serenn aeane 260.00 130.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 225.00 175.00 
Manitoba esas os 75.00 
Wikhagdenek aalencmaed 900.00 546.04 
IMBOUCE Gh anooooe- 315.00 
MGW ESE Goonboeoas 390.00 (5) 407.60 
WikbRAESO,  consodda 315.00 16.80 
INEISSISSIPpI Meee ee 35.00 6.25 
Montana i.e ene 50.00 25.00 
Niebraskaq—— 5.5) 7scs « 250.00 (4) 298.89 
New Jersey ...... 525.00 259.25 
Niew.) Work iene 980.00 353.93 
North Carolina . 2100.00 1400.00 
OHIO" seeieeccs eres 1095.00 292.42 
Pacific Northwest .. 90.00 
Wentraly Penn, Sh. 910.00 (2) 910.00 
Ministerium of Pa. . 2800.00 203.64 
LEMS EET Aoa ogee 900.00 450.00 
Rocky Mountain 75.00 56.75 
South Carolina 900.00 (6) 900.00 
Mexas. eer a ov aeihs 225.00 160.55 
Wale ont ane BoOoe 44 690.00 345.00 
West Virginia 120.00 82.80 
Wisconsin) sc clreecd.c 330.00 85.00 
Alberta, Canada 
PuertowsRicom eeceer 
British Guiana 

$17,950.00 $8823.59 


Youth Sunday 


Offering Special Gifts Missionary Anniversary Fund 
1946 Fund Quota Paid Quota z Paid 
$ 25.00 (13) $ 45.00 $ 105.00 $ 125.00 $ 113.30 
10.00 ( 3) 100.00 100.00 200.00 200.00 
46.00 (14) 430.00 440.80 1100.00 1312.70 
45.00 35.10 225.00 89235 
oe 45.00 100.00 16.25 
5.00 ( 2) 55.00 82.44 200.00 37.68 
Q 18.00 125.00 82.92 325.00 360.06 
$12.34 ; ( 7) 315.00 1042.70 900.00 988.25 
8.77 SOKO) (€ &)) 190.00 294.68 425.00 S55. 17 
; ; 275.00 475.00 475.00 
23.00 10.00 130.00 7e Si 500.00 503.00 
(10) 115.00 115.00 250.00 250.00 
(16) 40.00 76.86 102.50 
10.56 30.00 450.00 418.29 975.00 978.00 
; 13.68 (19) 160.00 161.85 325.00 227.45 
32.62 5.00 (18) 210.00 213.58 575.00 382.62 
200.00 70.00 575.00 205.00 
25.00 13.30 75.00 60.78 

20.00 75.00 
52.00 (11) 125.00 225.18 350.00 100.00 
( 6) 260.00 365.10 775.00 900.57 
6.61 70.00 (€ 8) 525.00 658.38 1200.00 1299.13 
12.60 479.00 ( 5) 1000.00 1105.94 2950.00 ' 1746.04 
89.10 700.00 344.11 1500.00 1000.00 
45.00 100.00 

22.92 15.00 ( 4) 500.00 750.00 1900.00 1350.00 
13.08 37.00 1400.00 471.21 4450.00 3332.87 
5.00 20.00 520.00 101.05 1250.00 1250.00 
7.00 (Gly) 40.00 47.00 75.00 124.85 
83.06 10.00 (12) 275.00 322.22 1150.00 1231.09 
15,00) 120.00 225.53 175.00 255.85 
345.00 39.72 1050.00 1093.03 
(its) 75.00 76.34 175.00 153.00 
180.00 115.00 500.00 280.00 
Special 3.00 
80.00 
$326.66 $865.68 $9085.00 $8116.81 $20806.58 


SPECIAL 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


St. John’s Luther League 
Sacramento 


CANADA 


Zion Luther League 
Stratford, Ontario 


St. Matthew’s Luther League 
Kitchener, Ontario 


St. Peter’s Luther League 
Preston, Ontario 


Trinity Luther League 
New Hamburg, Ontario 


St. Peter’s Luther League 
Wellesley, Ontario 


Milton Zinn 
Blair, Ontario 
FLORIDA 


St. Mark’s Luther 
Jacksonville 


INDIANA 

Luther League of Indiana 
NEBRASKA 

Luther League of Nebraska 
NEW YORK 


Holy Trinity Luther League 
Hollis 

Holy Communion Luther League 
Utica 


St. John’s Luther League 
Rochester 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Eastern District 
Western District 
Southern District 
Southwest District 
St. Mark’s Luther League 


League 


Asheville 

Macedonia Luther League 
Burlington 

St. Mark’s Luther League 
Charlotte 


Mt. Moriah Luther League 
China Grove 
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GIFTS FUND 


Mt. Calvary Luther League 
Claremont 


Mt. Hermon Luther League 
Concord 


St. Andrew’s Luther League 
Concord 


Antioch Luther League 
Dallas 


St. Paul’s Luther League 
Dallas 


Christ Luther League 
East Spencer 

Mt. Olive Luther League 
Hickory 

Emmanuel Luther League 
High Point 


Mt. Hebron 
Hildebran 


Luther League 
Center Grove Luther League 
Kannapolis 
Kimball Memorial Luther League 
Kannapolis 
Redeemer Luther League 
Kannapolis 
Trinity Luther League 
Landis 
Becks Luther League 
Lexington 
Ifolly Grove Luther League 
Lexington 
St. Mark’s 
Mooresville 
Trinity Luther League 
Rocky Mount 
Salem Luther 
Salisbury 
St. John’s Luther League 
Salisbury 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 
Young People’s Luther League—St. 
Glenside 
Robert Menges 
Menges Mills, 


Luther League 


League 


Pa. 


Paul's 


June, July, Clugust, 197 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Old Goshenhoppen Luther League 
Salford 


LUTHER LEAGUE 
OF PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


TEXAS 
Philadelphia Senior Luther League 


Philadelphia Intermediate Luther League 


Swiss Alp 


Salem Luther League 
Port Lavaca 


MEMORIALS 
BENJAMIN L. WESTONBARGER 
Memorialized by 
Howard L. Logan 
Glendale, California 
FREDERICK LORIMER 
Memorialized by 
Northern California Luther League 
MEMBERS OF ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN WORLD WAR II 
Memorialized by 
Zion Luther League (Y. P. Group) 
Stratford, Ontario, Canada 
MRS. PAUL EYDT 
Memorialized by 
Trinity Luther League 
Sebastopol, Ontario, Canada 
MR. VERNON ALLEY 
Memorialized by 
Holy Trinity Luther League 
Hickory, North Carolina 
A. P. WHITENER 
Memorialized by 
Holy Trinity Luther League 


MR. 


Hickory, North Carolina 
TECH. 5TH WILLIAM T. SMITH, JR. 
Memorialized by 
St. David’s Luther League 
Lexington, S. C 
(Sie AO ia OWLS CsSME DE 
Memorialized by 
St. David’s Luther League 
Lexington, S. C. 
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Luther League USE 
Book-of-The-Month Club 


SELECTIONS FOR OCTOBER 
The North Carolina Luther League voted that 
every local League should enroll in and read a cer- 
tain number of the books of the Luther League Book- 


of-the-Month Club. 


For Seniors and Young People 


“Rumor in the Forest” by Madeleine Couppey. ‘ . 
Seribners— 92.0 For Your Intermediates, 


This is an interesting fable or legend vee a 
comment on man and his way of living. Madeleine . 
Couppey, French writer, has the four characters, eniors all Oung Cop e 
Muc, the rabbit, Grey-flight, the handsome pigeon: 
Siko, the cat; and Rahu, the powerful dog, portray 
an interesting tale and reveal worthy philosophy. All 


sought freedom. They found it but with it came the 
rumor of love and service. You won't lay it down THEY ARE 


till it’s done! 
Read the review of this book in Time—August, @ Youth Suggested 
ad @ Church-Centered 
For Junior-Hi—Intermediates : 
“The Talking Wire” by O. J. Stevenson. Illu- @ Prepared by Youth-Minded Folk 
strated. Julian Messner, Inc.—$2.50 @ Used by Thousands of Luther Leaguers 
This is a biography. The story of the life of 
Alexander Graham Bell. The author reveals the road @ Truly Lutheran 


a great man took to great achievement. 
Thrill at the reading of this great life in a style 


you will enjoy. There is something challenging in the LUTHER LEAGUE PUBLICATIONS 
very manner in which it is written. Don’t miss it! 
CARRY LUTHER LEAGUE 


Yes, you or your League may become a member 
of our Book-of-the-Month Club. The purchase of at : 
least five books a year is all you promise, and you TOPICS MATERIALS 
receive a 10 per cent discount on the publisher’s price 
on every one of these books that you purchase. 


ea LUO card from The Luther With INTERMEDIATES use 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY HELPS 


LUTHERAN PROSPECTS IN RUSSIA 
(Continued from Page 15) 
@ Helpful Books 


“Religion In Russia’’—Robert Pierce Casey With SENIORS use 
“Religion In Russia’—Paul Anderson 
“John A. Morehead, A Biography’—Samuel Trexler SENIOR TOPICS QUARTERLY 


“Stalin Must Have Peace’—Edgar Snow 
“America and Russia in the World Community’’—Harold Fisher 
“Why They Act Like Russians’—John Fisher S inti . 
: : ubscription rates: 75 cents per year; 2 
“The Strange Alliance’’-—Major General John Dean P ~ i nes ane Lah besse l=! 
“Days and Nights’—Konstantine Simonov B : 
Club rates: When 10 or more copies of either quarterly 


are mailed to one address the following rates apply: 


Answers for Crossword Puzzle 


Single Subscriptions $1.50 
Clubs of five to one address, $1.25 each 
Clubs of ten or more to one address, $1.15 each 


ERSe 
N 


Y LW 


9£ On omen Number of copies Per Year Per Quarter 
ANaist [als Talo) ZAN| 1) 3 10 copies $ 7.25 $2.25 
HV alMZalniaisyals 15 copies 10.50 3.00 
VY ANT aS VIN Wot | 20 copies 13.25 37 5 
TslOYs| a] Is Y al av) ene 7 
ZVASII VAN aY 1 ale Seni 16.00 4.50 
BOM Ele 50 copies 30.00 8.00 
HZANUZOUZERELG, 
WAG 8A | | |SV MOL] With YOUNG PEOPLE use 
S13 91 | ZY a0| WY ol | THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIE 
DRZW7EMOZEIeK : © 
Bey 7a BME) 
UNF | NViSV NI alH| 277 
FH] Vi lal ry ay vy] 
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Koauocke College 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 


SALEM, VIRGINIA 


Four-year accredited the 


Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration, 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


college of Lutheran Synod of 


One Hundred Years Ago 


. Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal educa- 
tion in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues 


{ to provide for Lutheran youth a superior 
Preparation for a useful and efficient life. 
Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum. 


including pre-professional and teacher training programs. 
Catalog and View-Book upon request 


Wittenberg College 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Mi 


First two years of college work 
Preparation for transfer for college degree. 
Exploratory courses for discovering talents. 


Pre-professional training for entrance to 
specialized schools. 


“The only junior college 
in the United Lutheran 
Church for women.” 


Last two years of high school work 


Happy home-like atmosphere, strong religious 
training, careful social development. 


Situated in the “land of the sky” in Southwestern 
Virginia. 
For Information write 


The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box L, Marion, Va. 


HARTWICK COLLEGE | 


The Lutheran College of the Catskills 
_(Co-educational) Founded 1928 

_ Registered as a four-year college by the Regents of 
University of the State of New York. 

Located on Oyaron Hill, the College overlooks four con- 
verging valleys and the towering foothills of the Catskills, afford- 
ing a landscape of majestic grandeur. 

Offering: Four-year programs leading to the A. B. and B.S. 
degrees, including liberal arts, teacher training, business adminis- 
tration, nursing and parish work. 

Pre-professional programs in law, medicine, theology, dentistry, 
medical techincianship and secretarial work. 

Special two-year program for church secretaries. 


the 


12-week Summer Session begins June 10. First semester 
1946-"47 begins September 17. For literature, address: 
President, Henry J. Arnold Oneonta, New York 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 


Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Newberry College 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
“A Good College for Young Men and Women”’ 


Owned and controlled by the South Carolina, 
and Florida Synods 
Academically accredited; educationally 
spiritually sound 


Georgia-Alabama 


efficient ; 


For catalogue write: 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Here Js Happiness! 


In a fully dedicated Christian life 
In a church school leading to a college degree 
In professionalized training for every Christian 


the Diaconate of the Lutheran Church 


service 


In 


Baltimore and Philadelphia Motherhouses 


Offer 
® Spiritual development } 
@ Collegiate instruction 
@ Professionalized training 
® Variety of opportunity 
@ Service in the Church 
® Joyful satisfaction 


For Information Please Write 


SISTER MILDRED WINTER, Field Secretary 
713 Muhlenberg Building 


1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


Helps For Youth Sunday 


From Discipleship 
Co Leadership 


Useful supplies using Mew “Sheme for the Year 


uctth Picture as Mustrated 
Book Ylarke 


For use in Bibles or Daily Devotional Books. Can also be used as a suitable souvenir given at 
the time of presentation of special program, “From Discipleship to Leadership.” Printed on 
fine grade cardboard. 50—75 cents; 100—$1.10; 200—$1.95; 300—$2.75 


Poster Stamp 


Picture is printed on Colored Gummed Paper to be used for pasting on envelopes, letters, pro- 
grams, napkins or any place to popularize the theme for the year. 


50—40 cents 250-—$1.35 
100-65 cents 500-—$2.50 


Note Books or Program Covers 


Picture is Printed on Colored Paper, with 16 pages of blank paper trimmed to size of larger 
picture. These note-books are made by special requests of Synodical and Conference 
Luther Leagues as a method of recording suggestions and plans of delegates 
in attendance at Rallies, Conventions or Conferences 


25-—$1.00 100-$2.25 
50-$1.50 250-$5.00 


Remittance in full must accompany all orders 


Supplies are created and for sale only by 


‘The Luther Press 


Specializing in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PA. 


